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LEPROSY & THE
FOOLISHNESS OF GOD

REV. MIKE BURCH

A new year dawns upon us. For many, this is a time of reflection and resolve, a
hunger for things to be different. We desire change; we crave good news. A
new year ushers in new hope, and renewed optimism for the future. Have you
any good news for me this year? Is the fresh horizon of hope a fagade or some-
thing that can truly break into my life? Is there a message for me that tran-
scends my superficial resolutions to lose weight, grow my finances, or propel
my personal success? Please tell me there is news | long to hear. Because of-
ten news is only as good as the source delivering it, so | think. After all, can we
expect an unlearned child to bear reliable life-saving information? Can a man
trust the message of a pathological liar? Moreover, can the homeless and bank-
rupt offer council as to acquiring great wealth? Such are the questions of Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike.

Naturally, we are more inclined to believe those with credibility and clout than
those who appear suspect. The better part of wisdom would lead us there. Nev-
ertheless, things operate differently in the kingdom of God. We belong to a King
who loves to use “...what is foolish in the world to shame the wise...what is
weak in the world to shame the strong...what is low and despised in the world,
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are” (1 Cor. 1:27-28).
Taking this at face value, one might conclude that God’s decision to use what is
weak, lowly and despised is counterintuitive. Yet, that is precisely his point.
Why such unconventional maneuvers from God? “...So that no human being
might boast in the presence of God,” says the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 1:29). Estab-
lishing His own rule and order in these matters, God reserves glory for himself,
not to be shared with another.

As we traverse the historical biblical landscape, we come to a place in Scripture
where this notion is presented beautifully. During the time of the Kings of Israel,
Elisha was a powerful prophet, anointed of God, to herald a message of truth.
The prophet functioned as the mouthpiece of God and every word uttered was
to be taken seriously, just as if God had spoken. In this poignant moment within
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Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. || Corinthians 5:18
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Leprosy(Continued from page 1)

biblical redemption, God’s people were under the tyranny of the Syrian nation. The
Hebrew was under oppressive powers, which, in this instance, manifest itself
through famine. The children of Israel suffered starvation as their cruel overlords
held no regard for their lives and wellbeing. Within this context, God sent Elisha to
bring hope to His faltering people, full of fear, hopelessness and doubt.

Recorded for us in 2 Kings 7, Elisha prophecies to the King of Israel that food
would be restored to them the following day. He dared to say that the economic
disaster they faced would be all but gone by sunset, the next day. The price for
food would level itself as in former days, and there would be bounty and overabun-
dance Israel hadn’t enjoyed in recent memory.

As Israel slowly died, four lepers stooped outside the camp of Syria. Between the
nation of Israel and the gates of their enemies, these diseased men sat hopelessly,
waiting to die. They were unfit for community living, called unclean, and sent out
from the camp of Israel to suffer their own plight, famished and waiting for the sun
to wither their frail bodies. The situation was bleak. Although faced with immanent
death, they resolved to intrude behind enemy lines in hopes that their adversaries
would extend mercy, offering even a morsel of bread. Better to die by the hands of
their enemies with the hopes of acquiring even scarce amounts of food than to die
in the desert with scorpions and snakes feeding upon their flesh. “So now come,”
they reasoned, “let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives
we shall live, and if they kill us we shall but die. So they arose at twilight to go to
the camp of the Syrians. But when they came to the edge of the camp of the
Syrians, behold, there was no one there. For the Lord had made the army of

the Syrians hear the sound of chariots and of h  orses, the sound of a great

army” (7:4-6).

(Continued on page 3)
Kids’ Club! In the beginning was the
Kids’ Club is

our mid-week
program for
children in
Kindergarten
through 5™
grade. ltis a =
wonderful opportunity for children to Precept Upon Precept:

participate in games, crafts, choir, a | Samuel
fun dinner time and Bible teaching, Mondays (7:00-9:00 PM)
while developing great relationships Matthew

with other children and adults in our
church body!

Tuesdays (9:00-11:00 AM)

Proverbs Bible Study:

Putting on a Gentle Quiet Spirit
Thursdays (6:30 -7:30 AM)

Themes:
January 6 — NO CLUB

January 13 — Stock Show/Cowboy Mends Breakf ast B i
Night ]
ames
January 20 — Breakfast/PJ Night 15 20 40 Sarurdave (7:30 -8:30 AM
January 27 — Snow Night A R aturdays (7: : )

No classes January 1-7.
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The lepers were perplexed. The Syrians fled for their lives think-
ing the Hittites and Egyptians joined forces with Israel, and would
penetrate their camp destroying even their very lives. Instead,
there stood four lepers, the bane and cursed of society, gazing
upon silver, gold, and countless measures of food. In haste, they
moved into the camp gathering all their feeble arms could grasp.
Filling their stomachs for the first time, adorning themselves with
the clothes and riches of royalty, they emphatically claimed,
“This day is a day of good news” (v. 9). Their lives were not only
spared but unspeakable treasure surrounded them. Having
gorged in the newfound pleasures, they came to their senses
and uttered, “...let us go and tell the king’s household” (v. 9). In
haste they returned to the city to declare what astonishing events
had just transpired.

Whatever does this teach us today? Far too much to expound,
but nevertheless we learn incredibly deep truths of God and our-
selves. As Christians, we are the lepers. We have been marred
by sin and depravity is at our core. Like the lepers were to the
community and to the king, so we are to the world. Our message
is untenable to the proud and arrogant, too foolish to be consid-
ered and believed. Yet God has chosen broken vessels such as
us to proclaim “a day of good news.” There standing just past the
gates is the life-giving nourishment each and every person des-
perately needs; in the place least expected sits the treasure of
the Gospel every eye needs to behold. There on mount Calvary
stands a declaration of the crucified God who reconciled the world
unto himself through a bloody cross.

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
exclaims Paul (Rom. 10:15). It is in the “foolishness of preaching”
that God has determined to bring forth his gracious announce-
ment of redemption, freedom and peace. From the mouths of

babes and lowly lepers does God entreat the world to believe on His son!

Student Ministries

Middle School
Thursday—7:00 PM
High School
Wednesday — 7:00 PM

C.R.E.W. resumes
Wednesday, January 13
with a Combined
Carpentero6s Too

Questions?

Call Mike Burch
(303.986.5511 x 110)
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Prayer Line

To listen to prayer requests,
call 303.980.6374.

To put a request on the Prayer Line,

call 303.986.5511.

Will we hoard the abounding grace offered to us in Christ? Will our concern merely be for ourselves but not
for our neighbor who is famished for words of life? Although in and of ourselves we are weak, we never-
theless testify to a God who is mighty to save and will extend his mercy and grace to those who call upon
him. How can we keep such radical news — that God loves to forgive the sinner — harbored deep within
our hearts? How much must we hate someone to deprive them of Gospel nourishment, which would bring
abundant life? Would that our selfish pride melt and give way to a passion and zeal to share the breathtak-
ing and overwhelming announcement of what God has done in Christ Jesus. Would that our “leprosy” nei-
ther hinder nor prevent us from pointing to the only one who can heal it. Let us resolve this new year to
cast aside the trivial and shallow, and reach for something that will withstand even the fiercest of storms.
Let us determine to bring to the world the God of the new year and stand on the shoulders of giants who
unashamedly (leper and all) announced really good news, promises that will last because they are de-
clared and fulfilled by a God who is from first to last. Our great resolution is to speak of the almighty who
resurrects the spiritually dead and revives the spiritually starved. After all, proclaiming the gospel, as Lu-

ther once said, is “one beggar telling another where to find bread.”
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What Happens in a Small Group?

Bear Creek encourages people to become involved in a
Small Group, but many wonder why they should add another
commitment to their already-full schedule. Let’s ask those
who know: those already in a Small Group! We talked with
Craig & Sherri Pritchett, who have made being in a Small
Group a priority through their married life.

The group Craig & Sherri meet with right now has 3 couples
and one single mother (plus all the children). Providing en-
couragement and support for one another as parents has
been a key focus of this particular group. There are 19 peo-
ple in one home when they meet! The children play in an-
other room while their parents study and pray together. Craig
and Sherri mentioned that their children really look forward to
Bible study nights. The children see their parents taking time
to study God’s Word, having honest, open discussions with
other believers, and praying together. The value and impor-
tance of those things has caught on: Craig & Sherri’'s teen-
age son goes to a high school men’s study, and their daugh-
ter hosted a middle school study last summer.

This group is currently studying “Living Victoriously in Difficult
Times” by Kay Arthur. Most of the members are quite active
in ministry at BCC, so while remaining open to God’s direc-
tion, they haven’t done many service projects as a group. In
addition to studying together twice a month September
through May, this group has enjoyed Christmas parties,
game nights, and potluck dinners together.

As 2010 begins, think about making this the year you get in-
volved with a Small Group at BCC!!

I Soup/Salad Supper and :
! BCC Annual Meeting |
|
| Sunday, January 10 is a very impor- !
i tant evening at BCC. Mark your calen- !
jdar now, and make it a priority to be |
ihere! [
[
[
[
[

l'We will begin with a Soup and Salad

I Dinner (6:00 PM) . If you can bring a

I crock pot of soup, please contact

I Marilyn Kroneberger (303.985.1234)
jor Jeannie Greenfield (303.973.0258). '
i Those not bringing soup should bring !
bread or a dessert to share. Sign up at |
:the Welcome Center so we know how |
:many to plan for. ,

I Immediately after dinner (6:45 PM) we
Iwill have our Annual Congregational

I Meeting . Please plan to attend this

i meeting and hear from Dr. Coleman
;on the direction God is leading BCC.

Sundags at BCC
8:00 AM ~ Fragcr

9:15 AM ~ Sbmc!ag 5(:1100'

1O:50 AM ~ Worship Service
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