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Newscaster Tom Brokow's book The Greatest Generation describes a genera-
tion of people who overcame the financial stresses of the depression and went
on to defeat Hitler and because of their adherence to the traditional values of
hard work, perseverance, endurance, family, honor, etc. created a economi-
cally successful life for their children and grandchildren. We have many such

veterans in our own church, in fact, Bear Creek was founded on such values. o
We owe a great deal of thanks to these veterans who demonstrated a love of ~ :
God through their hardships and victories. ~— Terescescscesescesescesescss

But what happened?

When we look back at the generation after “The Greatest Generation” we
think of Hippies, riots, rebellion, drugs, peace given a chance, free love, flower
power, and so on. The powers of the “evil establishment” in this country were
finally defeated (so they clamored), leading to a bright new day of peace and
love for all of us. Well, perhaps not. Still, there is no denying that the ideas of
the 60’s continue to influence attitudes today. Just how good were those
ideas?

In 1971, John Lennon, icon of the peace and love movement, released a song
called "Imagine" that describes his idea of how things would be in the ideal
society. | heard this song at King Soopers the other day, and on T.V. as the
background to a sports show. Even public school choirs sing this song with
glowing faces as if they are worshipping the gods of secular humanism. Last
summer we where asked to play this song for the Bride’s procession at a wed-
ding. | have to confess while | love all kinds of music from Rock to Jazz to

classical and contemporary, this song has to be right near the top of my 3"\
“Worst Songs Ever” list. Recondiling
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"Imagine" starts off on an atheistic note: /R (gggme k/
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Imagine there's no heaven. It's easy if you try Healing Hands
The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, their
deeds are vile; there is no one who does good. (Psalm 14:1)
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Now all these things are from God, who reconciled u s to himself through Christ,
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. Il Corinthians 5:18
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Imagine (Continued from page 1)

No hell below us. Above us only sky
Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings.
(2 Pet. 2:10b)

Imagine all the people. Living for today...
“But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lov-
ers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to
their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, with
out self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— having a form of godliness but
denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.” (2 Tim 3:1-5)

Keep in mind the words of the Apostle Peter:
“But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be
false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies,
even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—»bringing swift destruction
on themselves.” (2 Tim 2:1)

"Imagine" was a very popular song. People do not pay much attention to song
lyrics, and | imagine many of them would be quite shocked at the anti-Christian
sentiment in John Lennon's lyrics here.

Imagine there's no countries. It isn't hard to do.
“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among
men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are
sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do
right. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant
talk of foolish men.” (1 Pet 2:13-15)

Nothing to Kill or die for
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
(John 15:13)

And no religion too.
"O unbelieving and perverse generation,’ Jesus replied, ‘how long shall | stay
with you? How long shall | put up with you?” (Matt 17:17)

The legacy of the 60’s is still with us. The Atheistic-Communistic message of the
song “Imagine” has had devastating consequence to the children and grandchil-
dren of the 60’s. Our culture is turning further and further away from Christ. The
values of “The Greatest Generation” have been set aside for self-gratification. Ma-
terial blessings have resulted in a self-indulgent “me” generation. Many children
who come to our “Kids’ Club” have never even seen a Bible or heard of Jesus
Christ (except as a curse word).

(Continued on page 4)
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Embracing An Aching Heart
For the next three years, the EPC
Women In Ministry Faith Focus,
Eagles' Wings, is designed to be
pro-active in addressing the horror of
modern day slavery called human
trafficking. While many of us have
heard and read about it, we have
probably reacted and felt this: “The
problem is too big and | don't know
how to fight against it.”

By partnering with EPC World Out-
reach missionaries, Beverly and Aus-
tin McCaskill in Albania, the women of
the EPC have an opportunity to take a
stand - no matter how small it may
feel - against this secretive world of
slavery. Instead of seeing no real op-
portunities for their lives and therefore
being susceptible to trafficking, young
adolescent Albanian girls will have a
chance to grow up knowing and ex-
periencing God's specific and tender
care for them by living in the safety of
a home where Christ is present.

In addition to caring directly for these
vulnerable young girls, EPC women
have the opportunity to become
knowledgeable not only about the
world of trafficking - but how God
views it. A six-week Bible study has
been written by Jennifer Brooks,
(Tabernacle EPC, Youngstown, OH)
entitled, Embracing An Aching

Heart. Jacky Gatliff, Director of EPC
Women In Ministry, commends this
study to women who are ready to see
how the reality of God's presence in
the world addresses the horror of sin
and how it seeks to consume the lives
of others.

JoEllen McFarland will lead this study
for BCC women. The class begins
with an introductory session on Feb-
ruary 12, and then will have 6 weeks
of study. Call JoEllen (303.783.9945)
if you are interested. T
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Fellowship of Deacons

Dinner

The members of the BCC Board of
Deacons would like to invite all former
BCC Deacons to a Fellowship Dinner
on Tuesday, February 17 (6:00 PM) .
We want to show our thanks for your
past and present service to BCC, and
to encourage you to actively serve
again, using your gifts in a variety of
ministries.

We also want to hear your ideas for

possible new ministries. We pray that
many of you will hear God'’s call, and
join us to strengthen the ministries of
BCC. Please contact Robin Courtney
(303.979.7228) or Ann Shupe (720.

922.3288) if you have any questions.

We look forward to seeing you on
February 17! T
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Imagine (Continued from page 2)

| think we all need to hold tight to the truth of 2 Peter 3, which says:

“First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their
own evil desires. They will say, ‘Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died,
everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” (vs. 4)

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you,
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (vs. 9)

“But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home

of righteousness.” (vs. 13)

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless,

blameless and at peace with him. (vs.14)

T

(Middle & High School Students)
Sundays - 9:15 AM

(Middle & High School Students)
Thursdays - 7:00 PM
(see back page)

If you have any questions please call Mike Burch
(303.986.5511 x 110)

KIDS' CLUB N
KIDS’ CLUB is our mid-week pro- —
gram for children in Kindergarten
through 5™ grade. It is a wonderful S0
opportunity for children to participate L
in games, crafts, choir, a fun dinner '
time and Biblical teaching, while :
developing great relationships with other children and adults
in our church body!

Kids’ Club meets Wednesdays (5:00 — 7:30 PM).
For more information, please call Julie Clauson
(303.232.2365) or Mandie Gallagher (303.986.5511 x 109).

This Month’s Themes:

February 4 — God Bless America—Red/White/Blue Night
February 11 — Valentines Night

February 18 — NO CLUB—Winter Blues Break

February 25 — Dr. Seuss’ Birthday Night

The Children’s Ark

Preschool (for 3-yr-olds) and Pre-
Kindergarten (for

4-yr-olds) meet

Monday - Friday

(9:00 AM — Noon).

Daycare is avail-

able through the

afternoon.

Please stop in to observe or call
Kim Mayberry (303.986.3324) for
more information. She would be
happy to show you around and an-
swer your questions about enroll-
ment.

Thanks!

Thanks to the Bear Creek family for

the prayers and loving support at the

'Home-going’ of my sister, Helen.

“Absent from the body is present with

the Lord.” — Mary Kidd
.'.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

From the Director of Student Ministries

The Youth Group at BCC has been called “Powerhouse,” “Crossfire,” and even “Firepower” for the
past 12 years or so. These names, although catchy and effective, have served their time and purpose.
We're taking on a fresh identity while still leaving the foundations in place. I've chosen a new name
that attempts to capture what we desire to see happen at Bear Creek Church Student Ministries.

Our new name will be C.R.E.W., an acronym which stands for:

Christ Reigns Every Where. Our hope for teens is that they will
see and savor Jesus Christ as their complete life. We tend to com-
partmentalize our lives and have separations for faith, school,
friends, families, etc. Although helpful at times, it gives a false im-
pression of how life is to be lived and understood as a Christian. Our
students need to grow in the truths that Christ reigns in EVERY area
of their lives, not simply at Church or Youth Group. He penetrates
families, friends, sports, academics and the like. He is the King and
he reigns like one. If we grasp these truths, we're on our way to a
healthy Christian life, and to that end we turn.

Pressing on,

Mike Burch




