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A staff person recently lamented to me that we as Protestants so closely focus
on the resurrection of Jesus that we pass over his death too lightly. Of course,
the resurrection is the most important fact of the Christian faith, but in this
month proceeding Easter | would like for us to consider afresh the death of
Christ.

In Matthew 27:4-46, 50-52 we read, *° From the sixth hour until the ninth
hour darkness came over all the land.  *® About the ninth hour Jesus cried
out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama  sabachthani?” -- which means, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  *° And when Jesus had cried
out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. > At that moment the cur-
tain of the temple was torn in two from top to bott om. The earth shook
and the rocks split. °* The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy
people who had died were raised to life.”

These are perhaps the most astounding words ever uttered by Jesus. They
are a quotation from Psalm 22. They indicate that Jesus was not just a martyr.
He gave his life as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

What | want us to consider is that his death for us was not just physical, but
also spiritual. This fact is the basis for our understanding Jesus’ words, “My

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  In that moment the weight of
the world’s sin fell upon the heart and the being of Jesus. That was the mo-

ment when he who knew no sin was made sin for us. The penalty which he

bore for us was the inevitable separation from God which sin brings.

If we back up 12-15 hours we find Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. He 3"\
asked that if it were possible that the Father would deliver him from what lay broRECch]cmég A
ahead. He prayed that so earnestly, that his sweat fell like drops of blood. f. o GO[% 2
What scared the Son of God so much? | would suggest to you that Jesus was /R o bocoms k/
not so much afraid of physical suffering, He was afraid of God. He was afraid (CHRISTS
of Spiritual death. HealingHands
To understand this better we need to consider three questions: Who is Jesus? f
What is death? What therefore is atonement?

(Continued on page 2) o
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Now all these things are from God, who reconciled u s to himself through Christ,
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. Il Corinthians 5:18
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The Passion of JesugContinued from page 1)

I. Who is Jesus? This is perhaps the most important question in history. Jesus is
the second person of the Trinity. The best concise definition of the doctrine of the
Trinity is found in the Westminster Shorter Catechism: “There are three persons
within the Godhead; the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost; and these three are
one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.”

The whole teaching of Scripture revolves around the truth that there is one God.
The Shema from Deuteronomy 6:4 proclaims, “Hear O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one.”

Yet look at what the New Testament claims: “Christ, who is God over all, for-

ever praised! Amen.” (Romans 9:5) “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity
lives in bodily form.”  (Colossians 2:9) “Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my
God!" (John 20:28) “I and the Father are one." (John 10:30) “While we wait for
the blessed hope —the glorious appearing of our grea  t God and Savior, Je-
sus Christ.” (Titus 2:13) “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son

of the living God.” (Matthew 16:16) The Jewish leaders condemned him because
as John 5:18 says, “not only was he breaking the Sabbath, buthe wasev  en
calling God his own Father, making himself equal wi th God.” He assumed the
prerogatives of God in forgiving sins. (Mark 2:5) John introduces us to him with the
words, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was wit h God, and the
Word was God.” (John 1:1)

The doctrine of the Trinity was formulated and occupied a central part in all the
great creeds of the Church in order to protect these great truths: God is one es-
sence, and yet exists in three persons. How else can one say that there is only
one God, yet the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are all God?

Theologian Loraine Boettner captured the doctrine well when he said, “The Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit can be distinguished, but they cannot be separated; for
they each possess the same identical numerical substance or essence. They do
not merely exist alongside of each other, as did Washington, Jefferson, and
Franklin, but they permeate and interpenetrate each other, and are in and through
each other.” Christ is eternally inseparable from God the Father. This is the essen-
tial unity of all that is.

II. What Is Death? Scholars are agreed that the principle idea of death in Scrip-
ture is separation.

Bible teacher William Topping says, “The significance of ‘death’ in Scripture is in-
variably that of separation, physical death consisting in the separation of the body
from its natural functioning in the world, commonly denoted life, and spiritual

death, or the death of the soul, consisting in the separation of the soul from God.”

The first mention of death is Genesis 2:17 — a warning about eating of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. It says literally that “in the day” that they would
eat from that tree they would die. The day they ate, they died spiritually. Ephe-
sians 2:1 says that men without Christ are “dead in trespasses and sins.”  Si-
multaneously they began to die physically — they became mortal. Notice that spiri-
tual death is primary.

(Continued on page 6)
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The All-Church Retreat (March 20-21), will provide a great opportunity to get away
from the hustle and bustle of life to learn more about relationships. “All-Church”
means all adults from 18-98 years of age. We'll meet right here at Bear Creek
Church on Friday evening and all day Saturday, making this retreat comfortable,
convenient, and affordable. The retreat is designed for participants to relax, have
fun, enjoy fellowship with others, and grow a little in our Lord! Speaking on “Circles
of Love” will be our own Dr. Marjorie Worley—a recognized and honored speaker,
counselor, and therapist.

Our lives are filled with relationships — including those with our children, parents,
extended family, friends, co-workers, and church members. Marjorie has devoted
30 years to a Christian counseling ministry, and will be using her clinical experi-
ence to focus on God’s plan and purpose for the existence, improvement, healing,
and enjoyment of relationships—with our Lord, and with those around us. She will
help us understand how our relationships can be transformed into circles of love.

Marjorie says, “I can almost guarantee, if you leave this retreat without laughing,
praising God, enjoying others, and having a new fire in your heart, we’ll give your
money back!”

As we celebrate our relationship with our Lord, our praise and worship will be lead
by Mike and Katie Burch. They will take time off from raising their own “choir” to
lead us in our growing relationship with our Savior through music.

The charge for this retreat is $18/person or $30/couple, which will cover materials
and a lunch catered by BCC members Aaron and Angela Bisel, who own The
Roasted Berry.

Your friends, family, neighbors are welcome to join us. Sign-ups will be at the Wel-
come Center March 1-15, or you may call Lee Etter (303.986.0345).
.I.



Stephen Ministers Listen Well Family Soup and Game Night

(The Connection is reprinting an article written by Henry D. Families that play together, stay to-
McGowan several years ago. Henry was a key part of our Stephen [ gether! So let’s eat and play games!!
Ministry Team until he lost his battle with cancer in 2004.)

Who needs Stephen Ministry? Stephen Ministers are there for | The Children’s Ministry Team would like
those who are dealing with low self-esteem, illness/ to invite you and your family to join us in
hospitalization, family frustrations and challenges, moving, the Fellowship Hall on Saturday,

death or serious loss, financial setbacks, faith issues, terminal | pmarch 7 (5:30 PM) for Family Soup and
iliness, loneliness, job loss, aging and/or caring for elderly par- [ Game Night! We'll supply the soup and
ents, teen and youth concerns, separation or divorce, preg- drinks; each family is asked to bring
nancy or adoption, or disabilities. A Stephen Minister is a car- | something to share (salad, bread, des-
ing, compassionate friend, a good listener, a firm believer in sert, or munchies). Please bring your
God, and someone who can keep confidences. Some people | fayorite game, too (board game, domi-
find it hard to admit they need help, but in fact, realizing that noes, cards, etc.). Singles and empty-
one needs help in a life transition and then seeking that help is | nesters are welcome—we're all part of
a sign of strength, as well as an opportunity to grow personally |the BCC family! Please call Mandie

and spiritually. There is great benefit it talking to an objective | Gallagher (303. 986.5511 x 109) if you
person when it isn’t possible or practical to share with a family |want to come, but have not already

member. signed up. T

Stephen Ministers are not trained counselors and don't pre-
tend to be. Their only purpose is to give people who are experiencing challenges, hurts, or crises a friend
who will not give advice, will not judge, but will be a sounding board when they just need to talk.

| am excited about the way Stephen Ministers will expand caring ministry here at Bear Creek Church.
They will help the pastoral staff provide the quality, ongoing care people need for the duration of their cri-
sis. For example, in a grief situation, an individual often receives a great amount of care in the immediate
weeks after his or her loved one dies. But then another death occurs in the congregation, and the first
griever is forgotten. With Stephen Ministry a grieving person will receive quality care for as long as he or
she needs.

The fact that a person is a Stephen Minister is not secret, but the name of the person they are dealing
with and the issues are very confidential. | think for this reason people have felt that we were some type
of “Secret” group that could not be approached.

At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus read a portion of the book of Isaiah to the people gathered in the
synagogue of his hometown, Nazareth. This passage explained what God had called him to do, and de-
fined his ministry. Let me share it with you:

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to

release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

We Stephen Ministers are called to the same ministry. We share the good news of

the gospel with people who are beaten down by their sadness and suffering. We
proclaim freedom for prisoners of pain and despair. We bring people into God’s
presence to receive his healing. We share others’ burdens of grief or chronic

illness, and God uses us to ease their oppression. God has given us wonderful L HHS
gifts and tools to carry out this ministry. We feel that our purpose is to provide a n'&
distinctively Christian care to hurting people. If the need is there, give us a try.

“We Listen Well.” Contact June Torborg (303.987.0113) or Micki Pflieger (303. ) _*+
985.1118) or check the box on the back of the blue card in the Sunday bulletin. ¥ -
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(Middle & High School Students)
Sundays - 9:15 AM

(Middle & High School Students)
Thursdays - 7:00 PM

If you have any questions please call Mike Burch
(303.986.5511 x 110)

Will Work for Camp!

Bear Creek HS Young Life kids want
to work for you to raise money for
Young Life camp ...

' # Service Projects: voung
Yard work, painting, leaves, any indoor or outdoor work
— let us do it for you!
| vy Suggested donation: $8-10/hr per kid
$ % # Babysitting Cards:
Our reliable upper class students from BCHS are ready
| 4 to baby sit!
& I 4 ) Punch cards for sale: 5 hours—$50; 10 hours-$100; 15
' hours—$150
$ Y& Contact Lakewood YL staff Barlin Bruns (cell: 225.603.4625
s or marlin.bruns@gmail.com). t

The Children’s Ark

Preschool (for 3-yr-olds) and Pre-
Kindergarten (for

4-yr-olds) classes

meet Monday -

Friday (9:00 AM —

Noon). Daycare is

available through

the afternoon.

Please stop in to observe or call
Kim Mayberry (303.986.3324) for
more information. She would be
happy to show you around and an-
swer your questions about enroll-
ment.




The Passion of JesugContinued from page 2)

This was the first death that brought death to all mankind.
Since the penalty for sin is spiritual death, Christ had to die
spiritually if he was going to take our penalty. Also notice
that Christ did not die in our place physically — we still die
physically. We have spiritual death before conversion. If we
never become alive spiritually, we suffer eternal spiritual
death (separation). This is the second death. But Jesus
overcame death in the resurrection. In him the debt of sin
(death) was paid for us. In him (in his resurrection) we re-
ceive spiritual life both now and forever.

[Il. This leads us to understand just what the atonement is.
It basically puts these two facts together. Jesus (God) who
could not be separated from God because of their essential
unity, was separated (died spiritually) in our place so we
could have life in the Father.

Major lan Thomas put it this way: “Only two men ever died
spiritually — Adam & Christ. Everyone else was born dead
and dead men cannot die. Adam’s death brought us spiri-
tual death. The only one who could die for us was Christ —
the only man since Adam not born dead. "God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.” (Il Corinthians 5:21)

Only Christ’s death was worth enough to buy our lives be-
cause he was God and he was man. “You are worthy to
take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were
slain, and with your blood you purchased men for Go d
from every tribe and language and people and na-

tion.” (Revelation 5:9)

When Jesus was on the cross, he was paying the awful
price to give us life. God took within himself (his very na-
ture) the penalty for sin. So, what theoretically could not
happen, happened. Fellowship between the Father and Son
was broken. The very fabric of all being was moved for you
and for me.

The miracle that afternoon was not that of earthquake, dark-
ness, and graves opened & and dead men were seen walk-
ing about. The miracle was that the universe itself did not

dissolve. t

Palm Sunday Concert

The BCC Worship/
Music Department is
looking forward to the
Easter season, and
hopes you will be invit-
ing friends and family to
their Palm Sunday Con-
cert. The concert will be
Sunday, April 4 (9:00 AM—

Worship Service time) and will fea-
ture beautiful music from

the Kids’ Club Choir,

Celebration Choir, and

Chamber Orchestra. Plan

now to be here for this

special musical celebra-

tion of our Savior!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

KIDS' CLUB

KIDS’ CLUB is our mid-week program for children in Kindergarten
through

5" grade. It is a wonderful opportunity for children to participate in
games, crafts, choir, a fun dinner time and Biblical teaching, while de-
veloping great

relationships with other children and adults in our church body!

Kids’ Club meets Wednesdays (5:00 — 7:30 PM).
For more information, please call Julie Clauson (303.232.2365) or
Mandie Gallagher (303.986.5511 x 109).

This Month’s Themes:

March 4 — Beach Club Night
March 11 — Sports Night
March 18 — St. Patrick’s Night
March 25 — Crazy Hat Night




