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DR. JIM COLEMAN, PASTOR 

Last month I completed a series in which I looked at scripture to try to distill the 
essence of a disciple. It was a very stimulating study for me and I have been 
asked to try to summarize what I learned in that series of messages. Let me first 
distinguish some inadequate definitions of a disciple. 
 
You cannot define a disciple by scholarship or disciplines. Prayer and Bible 
study are essential practices for a Christian to grow in their faith and become 
mature disciples. There are no more universally useful pursuits to help one 
grow no matter where he is in his spiritual journey. However, these necessary 
practices in a believer‘s life are not the things that define him as a disciple. 
Many people far from God have far greater knowledge of the scripture than 
some of the most devout disciples I have known. Other practice like regular 
prayer, fasting, journaling, and other disciplines do not meet the most funda-
mental criteria for discipleship that Jesus lays out. These are means to an end, 
not ends in themselves. 
 
Another mistake is to define a disciple by their kindness, lack of obvious sin, or 
other such ethical considerations. Yes, these are traits we as disciples are to 
grow in, but you cannot judge a good disciple by comparing one person‘s de-
portment to another‘s. Many factors effect where a person is on the personal 
goodness scale. Upbringing, innate disposition, and environment among many 
factors can make one person much more pleasant, well behaved, and kinder, 
etc. than another. Some of the sweetest people you will ever meet do not know 
the Lord. A better idea (if this gauge could be used in any event) would be their 
growth in these areas. Some of us simply have further to go from the start than 
others. 
 
As I look deeply into the word I believe that the best understanding of a disciple 
is captured in several different scriptural phrases – ―follow me‖ (20 times in the 
gospels), ―abide in me‖ (John 15:1-17, NASB), and ―walk in the 
Spirit‖ (Galatians 5:16 & Romans 8:1-17, NASB) were the phrases that most 
caught my eye. They all essentially mean that a disciple is commanded to follow 
Jesus. This is what defines us and is, in fact, the pursuit we ought to have if we 
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In the beginning was the 

WORD... 

Bible Studies  
 

 
Precept Upon Precept:  

I Samuel 
Mondays (7:00 -9:00 PM)  

 

Matthew  
Tuesdays (9:00 -11:00 AM)  

 

Proverbs Bible Study:  
Putting on a Gentle Quiet Spirit  

 Thursdays (6:30 -7:30 AM)  
 

Menõs Breakfast Bible Study 
James 

1st, 2 nd, 4 th  Saturdays (7:30 -8:30 AM)  
 

 

Kids‘ Club! 
Kids‘ Club is 
our mid-week 
program for 
children in 
Kindergarten 
through 5th 
grade. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for children to 
participate in games, crafts, choir, a 
fun dinner time and Bible teaching, 
while developing great relationships 
with other children and adults in our 
church body! 
 
Themes:    
March 3 - Dr. Suess‘ Birthday Night 
March 10 - Beach Club Night 
March 17 - St. Patrick‘s Night 
March 24 - Sports Night 
March 31 - NO CLUB (Spring Break) 

want to truly be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Just as the first disciples were called to 
be Christ followers, so are we. We are to live our lives in vital communion with our 
Lord so that he directs our steps moment by moment. 
 
In my study I concluded that if we do that fundamental thing – walk with Jesus – 
we will also end up meeting several of the key fundamentals that define a disciple 
of Jesus.  

1. If we follow him as those concepts teach, we will learn to love God and 
others as the Great Command of Jesus directs (Mark 12:28-31; Matthew 
22:34-40). This is what the Holy Spirit will lead us to do as we grow in him.  

2. If we follow him we will also grow in ethical Christ-like character (holiness). 
This is exactly what the first half of Romans 8 is teaching us – walk in the 
Spirit and you will also be dealing with the sinful behaviors in your life.  

3. By walking with and abiding in Christ, walking in his Spirit, and simply fol-
lowing him daily we will also be led to participate in the great cause of 
Christ – the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). This is his purpose. 
Jesus said, ñFor the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was 
lost.ò (Luke 19:10) A disciple of Jesus must be about the business of Je-
sus in this world. 

 
I want to truly be Christ‘s disciple. Further, I want to be a part of a church which is 
truly producing disciples of Jesus. I hope you do, too, because this is the aim of 
your leaders – to design our programs and systems to take people who are far 
from God and help them become fully mature followers of Jesus – disciples. Bear 
Creek Church is in the business of ―Reconciling broken people to God to become 
Christ‘s healing hands‖ (II Corinthians 5:19).                                                           À 

Disciples (Continued from page 1) 
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CAYA Group Is Busy  
Bear Creek encourages people to become involved in a Small Group, but many wonder why they should 
add another commitment to their already-full schedule. Let‘s ask those who know: Bob and Marjorie 
Worley talked with us about the CAYA Group. They explained CAYA this way: ―It‘s a Sunday School class, 
it‘s a small group that meets twice a month, and it‘s so much more! How did it happen? It‘s a God-thing! All 
of a sudden a group of people of different ages, life styles, and backgrounds came together — and be-
came ‗family‘! We talk, discuss, laugh, cry, help, ask for help, hang out, have fun, and encourage one an-
other. The doors (and our arms of compassion) are open wide to new people. Hearts of love and a wel-
coming spirit draw you in, and you don‘t want to walk away.‖ 
 
How often do you meet? 
We meet on the second and fourth Wednesday evenings, in addition to the Sunday School class time. 
People come as often as they can.  
 
What are you currently studying? 
We have been studying the Book of Romans, but took a brief break and studied the topic of Discipleship. 
We are currently looking forward to studying Romans 11. 
 
What other activities do you have? 
We believe that fellowship and fun is important.  We usually have  a social every two months. These have 
included: two bowling parties, a barbecue in a local park, a party at 
a home, three Concerts in the Park, a Christmas Party, a movie 
night, and yes, we celebrate each person's birthday.  
  
Have you worked together on any ministry projects at BCC or in the 
community? 
Our vision is to always have a ministry. We went all out for The 
Second Wind Race. Two of our members volunteered to help oth-
ers in the church train for the race. We also ordered BCC T-shirts 
and encouraged our church members to wear them not only in the 
race but to the grocery store, park, gym and let the community 
know our message. We have members working with Mean Street 
Ministry, Handy Man Ministry, Kids‘ Club, Youth  Ministry, Pumpkin 
Patch, and so much I can't even remember. Our group was thrilled 
to follow up with delivering cookies to the parents who have children 
in Kids‘ Club. We have a plan for ministering to our neighborhood. 
 
Have you seen any special ways God is working in/through your 
group? 
Yes - there is a spirit of love that welcomes new people into our 
group. Yes - there is a spirit of family that loves so much that you 
can't walk away. Yes - there is a spirit of discipleship that walks 
with others through challenges and growth in the Word of God. 
Yes - there is a spirit of trust that allows us to reach out, be real and 
ask for help from one another. 
 
Are you looking for/open to others joining your group? 
That's what we are here for… with open doors and open hearts … 
so Come As You Are!                                                                     À 

Prayer Line  
 

To listen to prayer requests,  
call 303.980.6374. 

 

To put a request on the Prayer Line,  
call 303.986.5511. 

 

Student Ministries  
 

Middle School  
Thursday—7:00 PM 

High School  
Wednesday — 7:00 PM 

 
Questions?  

Call Mike Burch  
(303.986.5511 x 110) 
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To Have a Second Chance… 
According to recent reports within 
the community, the maintenance 
manager for a long -established 
church has been reaching into the 
lives of law -breaking students.  My 
resource has informed me this individ-
ual takes a genuine interest in those 
who have shipwrecked their juvenile 
lives thus far. Because of their broken 
lives, they have broken the law. The 
natural repercussions come when the 
district judge delivers his verdict, often 
requiring a specific amount of commu-
nity service hours to be rendered. What 
is more, it has become increasingly 
difficult for these ―delinquents‖ to find a 
place that will allow them to serve their 
hours. Frankly, it takes an immense 
amount of commitment to the program 
and the teenager to provide the super-
vision. Many would-be providers simply 
forego the opportunity -- the increased 
liability, and the additional burdens or 
hassles just aren‘t ‗worth it‘.  
 
Probing further, I asked my friend why 
this unassuming man would expend so 
much extra time (which he doesn‘t 
really have) to ensure these ―young 
menaces‖ pay their debt to society and 
are released from the system as soon 
as possible. ―It‘s simple,‖ he replied, ―I 
believe we all need a second chance.‖ 
 
As you may already know, this mainte-
nance manager happens to be our very 
own Craig Havel. Craig has been work-
ing with these teens for about two 
years. He has established partnerships 
with the surrounding judicial systems, 
and has become one of their favorite 
resources. Craig has worked tirelessly 
with nearly 40 individuals with sen-
tences of 10-100 hours of community 
service. Almost weekly, it seems, an-
other new face enters our church look-
ing for another chance, another some-
one who will take upon the burden of 
seeing them through this process to 
completion.   
 
Throughout his encounter with them 
(along with the aid of his trusted side-
kick, JoEllen McFarland) he is able to 

speak truth into their lives. From the 
outset Craig articulates his expecta-
tions of them and their parents (if 
available), and informs them of what 
they can and should expect from him. 
Through this process, they learn per-
sonal responsibility, are challenged 
with the trait of humility, develop a 
stronger work ethic, and glean in-
struction from one who has lived a lot 
more life than they. Craig is strong 
and firm with them, but also gentle 
and safe. Here they can put down 
their multi-façades of stoicism, indif-
ference, security and allow the walls 
of hurt, pain and anger to melt. When 
they are here, they won‘t be yelled at, 
cursed at, or hit. They will be treated 
with truth tempered in love. 
 
Craig seizes this opportunity to not 
only give back to the community as 
an upstanding citizen, but more than 
that, to use this as a venue to share 
Christ. The mere fact these young 
men and women are here to serve 
their hours is reflective of the broken-
ness of their lives and the broken-
ness of their hearts, which mirrors 
our fallen-ness as a race. Craig 
seizes the opportunity to offer them 
the sweetness of grace, forgiveness, 
and mercy. This opens dialogue for 
the gospel to be proclaimed, and for 
Christ to be showcased and put forth 
as the one who lived the perfect, 
obedient life that we never could and 
bore the penalty on a cross that we 
all should.  
 
Next time you feel you are inade-
quate and can‘t powerfully touch the 
life of a teen (or anyone else, for that 
matter), pause and rethink your as-
sertion. Honestly, you‘re probably 
wrong. Like Craig, we can all pursue 
something in which Christ will open 
up doors for his glory to flow and 
even flood from our lives. Our Lord 
asks that we simply be available and 
he will equip us to do what he asks. ―I 
can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me‖ (Phil. 4:13). Talk 
with Craig if you‘d like to find out 
about partnering with him in this min-
istry.                                                  À 
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The Good Sense Ministry 

 
 

The Good Sense Ministry is designed to help you and your family to implement 
biblical principles of stewardship into your financial life.  Learn God‘s principles to 
understand that everything we have is a gift from God, and our time, talent, and 

treasure is to be used to God‘s glory. 

 
No matter what your circumstances ~ financial crisis or abundance  

Good $ense  can help you! 

 
ARE YOU MANAGING YOUR MONEY,  
OR IS IT MANAGING YOU?  
           DO FINANCIAL ISSUES SIGNIFICANTLY  
           STRAIN YOUR MARRIAGE?  

 
HAVE YOU BEEN TELLING YOURSELF  
THAT ITôS TIME TO FINALLY 
GET ON A BUDGET?  

 WOULD A LITTLE MORE MONEY  
 REALLY MAKE EVERYTHING BETTER?  

 
More than just a learning experience about budgets and finances, this on-going 
workshop offers a unique opportunity for you to begin to transform financial stress 
into financial peace. Off-load the financial craziness ~ join us one time or weekly.   

 
Drop-in classes continuing March 4, 2010 at Bear Creek Church. 

 
Classes are held each week on Thursday evenings from 7 – 8:30 PM 

 
Contact:  Marvin and Dara Owens (303.988.3696) for more information. 
 
 

 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Matthew  6:21 
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A Signal for Change 
Are Americans losing their resolve for resolutions? A survey by the American Medical Association revealed 
that only 40% of Americans even bother to make New Year‘s resolutions. And what is the success rate for 
sticking with these resolutions?  

  
 One week later  - 80%   Six months later - 40%   Two years later - 20% 
 
Certainly as a follower of Christ you want your resolutions to become more than just another list tucked into a 
Bible and soon forgotten. Here‘s a suggestion on how to formulate and remember significant changes you 
feel God wants you to make.  
 
New Year‘s has passed, but TODAY is still a great time to evaluate your life and to make plans for improve-
ment. But how can you make your resolutions stick? 
 
Here‘s a tool that can serve as an everyday reminder about the changes you want and need to make. Have 
you ever noticed how many traffic signals you pass when commuting to work, running errands around town, 
or driving your kids to one of their many events? 
 
Why not let these lights serve as more than signals for your driving? As you approach the light, note the 

color and use it as a reminder of commitments God has led you to make this year. 
Here‘s how it could work: 
 

RED = STOP 
ü What attitudes, behaviors, or activities do I need to stop? 
ü Is God asking me to eliminate something from my life? 
 
 
 

YELLOW = WAITYELLOW = WAITYELLOW = WAIT    
ü In what decisions, relationships, or commitments do I need to exercise caution? 
ü Is God asking me to delay or to wait on him regarding a few things? 
 
 
 

GREEN = GO 
ü In what areas do I need to keep going? 
ü Is God nudging me to begin a new habit or activity in order to deepen my love for 
him and others? 
 
 
Use these ―signals for change‖ as a reminder to pray and renew your resolutions each      

                                    day this year!  
___________________________________ 
(Adapted from Step Beyond by Dr. Ron Cline @ 1998. 
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Sundays at BCC 

8:00 AM  ~ Prayer 
 

9:15 AM  ~ Sunday School  
 

10:30 AM  ~ Worship Service 

 

Easter is Just Around the Corner! 
 

Palm Sunday ð Easter Musical  
      Sunday, March 28 (10:30 AM) 

 

Upper Room Communion Service          
      Thursday, April 1 (7:00 PM)  

 

Easter Egg Hunt  
       Saturday, April 3 (9:00 AM)  

 

Easter Worship Service  
Sunday, April 4 (10:30 AM) 

Family Soup/Game Night 
 

Saturday, March 6 (5:30 PM)  
 

ü A fun-filled evening of games and 
karaoke.  

ü BYOG (Bring Your Own Games) to 
share.  

ü Soup and salad will be provided for 
dinner.  

ü Questions? Contact Diana Beck 
(dianalbeck@yahoo.com or 303. 
972.2162).     

Daylight Savings Time 

begins  

Sunday, March 14  

Children's Ministries Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt  
Spring is fast approaching, and along 
with it, our annual Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, April 3 . In addition to being 
a fun time for our own kids, grandkids, 
and friends, this event is a great oppor-
tunity to reach out to the neighborhood 
children and their families with God's 
love, helping them feel welcome and 
comfortable in our church. We are of-
ten blessed to see families who come 
to the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
coming to our church for Easter ser-
vices on Sunday.  
 
There are many ways you can help — 
greeting and welcoming children and 
their families, face painting, inflating 
and handing out balloons, supervising 
simple games or the egg hunts, set-up 
and clean-up, donating plastic eggs 
and individually wrapped candy, stuff-
ing eggs, and more.  
 
Easter comes at the end of Spring 
Break for many schools this year, so 
we can use all the help we can get! 
Please set aside a little time on the 
Saturday morning before Easter to be 
a part of this important outreach.  
 
Watch for your opportunity to sign up to 
volunteer all this month.                      À 


