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MANDIE GALLAGHER , DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

| have to say, as the Director of Children’s Ministries at Bear Creek Church, |
think I have one of the most fun, uplifting and rewarding staff positions at the
church. It's true that there are times of major frustrations and deep concerns.
But when I think about it, those frustrations and concerns are rarely from the
children. Why? Is this just the society we live in or is this a side of human na-
ture that has been around since Jesus’ time and beyond?

In the book of Matthew, Jesus taught his disciples about the importance of # $
children: :

(At that time) the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a little child and had him
stand among them. And he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you
change and become like little children , you will never enter the king-
dom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes a little
child like this in my name welcomes me.” Matthew 18:1-5

In one study Bible’s commentary, it says the words “like little children " mean
to be trusting and unpretentious. As an adult, do you find yourself trusting and
unpretentious? | have found myself thinking about that a lot lately.

Trusting ... In this economic upheaval, am | trusting God that | will still have
the funding for my daughter’s college? With Kids’ Club winding down this
month, am | trusting God that the salvation story will be heard by the children
and the parents who don’t know him? With summer right around the corner,

am | trusting God that volunteers will step forward to teach our children? Am | 3"\
trusting God to mold me into the example that | need to be for the children he Reconciling

. Broken People
has entrusted to me? Do | truly trust the faith that | have always held dear? f. o GO[% k,

\ to become
Have you ever noticed when a Bible story is told that the reactions from chil- /R (CHRISTS
dren and those from adults are radically different? Let's take the story of Healing Hands
Noah’s Ark. A child will have their eyes wide open and mouthing, “Wow!”
Their questions will be like: “Were the birds allowed to sit on the giraffe’s
head?” Or, “Would the wolf chase the chickens all over the boat?” Or, “Which
of Noah'’s sons would have to clean up after the animals made a mess?”
) %&%
(Continued on page 2)
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Now all these things are from God, who reconciled u s to himself through Christ,
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. Il Corinthians 5:18
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Like Little Children (Continued from page 1)

What would an adult look like or say? Would their eyes be rolling and their mouths
saying, “Oh come on, this is a kid’s story?” Would they say things like: “It would be
impossible to gather animals from around the world!” Or, “It would be impossible
to build such a large structure with the amount of wood in the area and in the time
and with the personal allowed!”

Maybe we're being called to become like little children and say things like: “I
don’t understand it. But if God said it, it must be true.” Or, “God please show me
the lesson you want me to learn through your word.”

Unpretentious ...are we afraid to proclaim God'’s love even though it is currently
not “politically correct” to do so? Do we judge others when they shout, “Alleluia”
during worship? Do we stand like a reinforced structure and sing like we are em-
barrassed when we are singing praise songs to our Father?

The last time the Kids’ Club choir sang during the service, someone pointed out to
the congregation how the children were clapping during a joyful song. The chil-
dren didn’t need permission to do so, but sometimes it seems like adults do.

| remember a few years back when one of our children asked me to pray for a kid
on the playground at school. They had shared the gospel with them, but they had
preferred to go play with some other children. The child wanted to try again during
recess the next day. This child didn’t have to be challenged by anyone to share
the gospel. They were told, through Sunday school teachers that the Bible said to
share about Jesus. So they did!

Could this be what Jesus was referring to when he said we all need to become
like little children ? Do we need to stop analyzing everything to death and just
trust that God said it, so it must be true? Do we need to trust the words of our pas-
tor that he is telling the congregation what God wants us to hear and learn? If our
bodies, designed by God, are telling us to clap or sing boldly to him, can we turn a
blind eye and ear to those around us and respond to God the way he is telling you
to? If the children find all of this to be an easy and a natural thing to do, as adults,
why can’'t we?

Let's make a goal together, as a congregation, to become like little children . T

The Children’s Ark

Preschool (for 3-yr-olds) and
Pre-Kindergarten (for 4-yr-olds)
classes meet Monday - Friday
(9:00 AM — Noon). Daycare is
available through the afternoon.

Please stop in to observe or call Kim Mayberry (303.
986.3324) for more information. She would be happy
to show you around and answer your questions
about enrollment.

www.BearCreekChurch.net
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Family Campout Plans

Mark your calendars now for our 4th
annual BCC Family Campout on July
10-12. Join oth-
ers in the BCC
family for a fun
weekend of
playing games,
campfire foods,
getting to know
one another, and enjoying God's
beautiful creation! We'll be at the
Windy Point Campground at Dillon
Reservoir this year—just an hour from
Denver.

Campers—opicture yourself relaxing,
fishing, hiking, reading, sleeping, or
just visiting with others under the stars.

Sleeping in the great outdoors NOT
your thing? We have secured a small
block of rooms at a hotel nearby, so
you can enjoy the fun during the day
and then have a more comfortable
night. For those who still want a few
‘city’ pleasures, the Silverthorne Outlet
mall is near by.

Watch for sign-ups at the Welcome
Center in June. If you have questions,
call Mandie Gallagher (303.986.5511 x
109). T

Habitat for Humanity Update

A big thank you to the Missions Committee for their gener-
ous contribution to Yvonne Johnson’s house being built in
Arvada. Thanks also to the volunteers from Bear Creek who
went up to help build her house on March 5. There are
many more opportunities in the coming months. Habitat for
Humanity Metro Denver started a duplex on Linley Ct. and
9™ Ave. on March 11, and will be starting 4 more units in
West Denver in the near future, as well as one in Lakewood
at Robb and 17" Ave. In addition to building homes, volun-
teers are also needed at Habitat's two outlet stores. Anyone
who would like to help make the world a better place, one
home, one family at a time, please contact Don Smith
(720.963.4108) and let him know when you would be avail-
able, or go to www.habitatmetrodenver.org. t

Egg Hunt Help Needed

Bear Creek’s annual Easter Egg Hunt/Spring Festival will
be Saturday, April 11. Call Mandie (303.986.5511 x 109) to
volunteer to help with set-up, clean-up, face painting, bal-
loons, puppetry, stuffing eggs, hiding eggs, music, and gen-
eral hospitality.

Donations of new plastic eggs, wrapped candies, prizes for
games may be placed in the tubs in the Narthex during the
first week of April. t

(Middle & High School Students)
Sundays - 9:15 AM

(Middle & High School Students)
Thursdays - 7:00 PM

If you have any questions please call
Mike Burch (303.986.5511 x 110)

Prayer Line

To listen to prayer requests,
call 303.980.6374.

To put a request on the Prayer Line,
call 303.986.5511.
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Palm Sunday Concert

The BCC Worship/Music Department is looking forward to the Easter season, and hopes
you will be inviting friends and family to their Palm Sunday Concert. The concert will be
Sunday, April 5 (9:00 AM) and will feature beautiful music from the Celebration Choir and
Chamber Orchestra. Plan now to be here for this special musical celebration of our Savior!

Maundy Thursday Communion Service

éﬁ%{m Join us as we celebrate the institution of the Lord’s Supper on Thursday, April 9 (7:00 PM) .
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Good Friday Men’s Breakfast

Guest speaker on Friday, April 10 (6:00 AM) will be Peter Kettler from Highline
Community Church. His topic is “A Man’s Transformational Journey.” Tickets are $6.
Contact Doug Kulesa (303.985.8604) if you haven't already made reservations for
yourself and a friend or two!

Easter Fun Festival

It's more than just an ‘egg hunt' — kids age 2-5th grade will love the games, balloons,
face painting, puppets, etc. at the Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, April 11 (9:00 AM) .
Our desire is to share the good news of Jesus’ Resurrection and offer of LIFE with
the children in our community — who could you bring?

Come and share the joy (9:00 AM). su
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KIDS' CLUB

April brings the close of another year of Kids’ Club, with the musical presentation: Rock Solid on
Wednesday, April 22 (6:30 PM) . You won’t want to miss this fun evening, so add it to your calendar
now! Questions? Call Julie Clauson (303.232.2365) or Mandie Gallagher (303.986.5511 x 109).

This Month’s Themes:
April 1 — No Kids’ Club—Spring Break
April 8 — Easter Celebration
April 15 — Mexican Fiesta Night
April 22 — End of the Year —
Pizza Party and Musical



