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Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,  
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. II Corinthians 5:18 

B e a r  C r e e k  C h u r c h 

3101 S. Kipling Street 

Lakewood, CO 80227 

Beautifying BCC 
Spring is just around the corner 
and we are looking for a small 
group to “adopt” the 4 flower pots 
by the east and west entrances. 
Cool weather plants (pansies, etc.) 
could be planted now, and summer 
plants could go in after Mother’s 
Day. If your group would like to 
purchase plants and get the pots 
planted, please contact Craig 
Havel (303.986.5511 x 104).         † 

 

Easter is Just Around the Corner!Easter is Just Around the Corner!  
 

Upper Room Communion Service         
      Thursday, April 1 (7:00 PM)  

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 Saturday, April 3 (9:00 AM)  

 

Easter Worship ServiceEaster Worship ServiceEaster Worship Service   
Sunday, April 4 (10:30 AM) 

Easter Egg Hunt  
Bring the kids (ages 2—5th grade) to 
our annual Easter Egg Hunt this Sat-
urday, April 3 (9:00 AM). Don’t have 
kids? Come and help us reach out to 
the neighborhood children and their 
families with God's love, helping them 
feel welcome and comfortable at our 
church. We are often blessed to see 
families who come to the Easter Egg 
Hunt on Saturday, coming to our 
church for Easter services on Sun-
day. If you would like to join in the fun, 
and haven’t already planned to help, 
please call Craig Pritchett (303.989. 
4447).                                                 † 
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Men’s Ministry at BCC  
Last year, the Men’s Breakfast Bible 
Study group started an outreach to 
other Christian men. It all started with 
“out of the box” thinking and prayer. 
The vision was men building each 
other up in Christ and sharing their 
faith with each other. In October we 
stepped out in faith and started a 
breakfast ministry once a month at 
the Hope Crossing Church (formerly 
Christ Baptist Church). Looking past 
denominational barriers, we at-
tempted to join in a fellowship of men 
of faith, calling it “All Christian Men’s 
Fellowship.” Within this fellowship a 
common bond in Christ is growing, 
and we hope it will overflow into the 
world around us. ñI thank my God, 
making mention of you always in my 
prayers, hearing of your love and 
faith which you have toward the Lord 
Jesus and towards all saints, that the 
sharing of your faith may become ef-
fective by the acknowledgment of 
every good thing which is in you in 
Christ Jesus.ò  Philemon 4-6 
 
This All Christian Men’s Fellowship 
will join with Chambers Road Church 
to feed the homeless on Saturday, 
April 17. All BCC men (sons in-
cluded) are invited to join us at Hope 
Crossing Church (3000 S. 
Wadsworth) at 8:00 AM for a whop-
ping’ big ($3) breakfast, prayer and 
worship. After breakfast, there will be 
a devotional, and a program orienta-
tion. At 10:15 AM we will caravan to 
Pearl and Colfax to help share 
Christ’s love as we serve food to the 
homeless. Donations of gloves, 
scarves, sleeping bags, hats, coats 
are welcome. Please call Tim 
Cantrell (303. 988.8320) or Bob 
Worley (720.981.9412) if you have 
questions.                                         † 

 
In the beginning was the 

WORD... 

Bible Studies  
 

 
Precept Upon Precept:  

Ezra & Haggai  
Tuesdays (9:00 -11:00 AM)  

 

Proverbs Bible Study:  
Putting on a Gentle Quiet Spirit  

 Thursdays (6:30 -7:30 AM)  
 

Menõs Breakfast Bible Study 
James 

1st, 2 nd, 4 th  Saturdays (7:30 -8:30 AM)  
 

 

Kids’ Club! 
The Kids’ Club musical show this year 
is called “Parablelooza!” (a parable is 
“an earthly story with a heavenly mean-
ing”) and this is actually a game show 
with singing and dancing! The kids are 
divided into two teams which will play 
games and compete for points between 
the songs. Even audience members will 
get involved! Each song and game illus-
trates one of the parables that Jesus 
told to people during his ministry. The 
games are played live, so we don’t 
know which team will win until the end 
of the show — but we do know that 
everyone will be having a great time! 
Come play along, 
be entertained,  
and maybe leave 
a little wiser, too. 
The show is 
Wednesday, 
April 28.  
 
April Themes:    
April 7—Crazy Hat Night 
April 14—Bug Night 
April 21—Mexican Fiesta Night 
April 28—Year-End Pizza Party,       
        Musical, and Review for Parents 

 † 
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Cookies Needed! 
This summer the national meeting of 
the EPC will be here in Denver. The 
week before this meeting 140 EPC 
missionaries (including their families) 
will be having a retreat up in Keystone. 
We have been asked if we could pro-
vide cookies for one day of their re-
treat. If everyone has two cookies, that 
is almost 25 dozen cookies! But many 
hands make light work. The cookies 
can be baked in advance, and put in 
the freezer. Any type of cookie is wel-
come. We also need 24 loaves of 
breakfast bread. We need to deliver 
the bread and cookies the week of 
June 9th. If you would like to be a 
blessing to some missionaries in this 
way, contact Carl Christianssen 
(cdchristi@msn.com or 303.936. 
2385).                                                  † 
 

Good $ense Course 
The Good Sense Ministry is designed 
to help you and your family to imple-
ment biblical principles of stewardship 
into your financial life.  Learn God’s 
principles to understand that every-
thing we have is a gift from God, and 
our time, talent, and treasure is to be 
used to God’s glory. More than just a 
learning experience about budgets and 
finances, this on-going workshop offers 
a unique opportunity for you to begin to 
transform financial stress into financial 
peace. Join us and off-load the finan-
cial craziness! Meets the 2nd Thursday 
of each month (7:00 PM) in Adult 
Classroom #2. Call for more informa-
tion: Marvin or Dara Owens (303.988. 
3696).                                                  † 

Prayer Line 
 

To listen to prayer requests,  
call 303.980.6374. 

 

To add requests to the Prayer Line,  
call 303.986.5511. 

 

Student Ministries  
 

Middle School 
Thursday—7:00 PM 

High School 
Wednesday — 7:00 PM 

 
Questions?  

Call Mike Burch  
(303.986.5511 x 110) 

 

Sundays at BCC 

8:00 AM  ~ Prayer 
 

9:15 AM  ~ Sunday School  
 

10:30 AM  ~ Worship Service 

mailto:cdchristi@msn.com
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Can You Drink This Cup? 
Rev. Mike Burch 

 
The night began cool, dry and most quiet. The evening was like thousands of others Jerusalem had embraced: ordinary 
in all imaginable ways yet so foreign in another.  The Son of God had just broken bread with his beloved twelve in the 
Upper Room. It was the Passover, celebrated innumerable times by the Hebrew people. However, this night would 
change the course of history-ςforever.  
 
Roman Centurions were summoned as word had just reached as to the whereabouts of the fugitive from Nazareth. 
Finally, the Scribes, Pharisees and other formidable Jewish leaders could crush the growing Jesus movement. Prior to 
his capture, Jesus called his disciples to be present and pray with him in the Garden of Gethsemane, hoping to garnish 
any comfort from his impending doom. Unbeknownst to them, the Son of Man was within only hours of his death. 
Rome would have no mercy. Why should they? Myriad would-be insurrectionists met the same fate: the tortures of a 
Roman cross. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ WŜǎǳǎ άōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƎƻƴȅΧǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘƭȅΤ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǿŜŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘǊƻǇǎ ƻŦ ōƭƻƻŘ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ό[ǳƪŜ ннΥппύΦ Iƛǎ ƳƛƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǘƭŜǎǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻǊǊƻǿΦ ά.ǳǘ ǿƘȅΚέ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ 
must have thought. Even still, they could not remain with him but fell into slumber. 

 
The gospel of Mark records the sobering prayer of Jesus in the garden on the eve of his crucifixion. "My Father, if it is 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǳǇ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜέ όaŀǊƪ нсΥофύΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŎǳǇ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΚ Lǎ ƘŜ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊπ
encing his inevitable physical death? Many brave men throughout the corridors of time have faced death bravely. 
Many have welcomed their own demise with boldness and courage. Surely Jesus was no coward and would face mere 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƛǎ ŎǳǇέ ǿŀǎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƛƴ 
its essence?  
 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪΦ Lƴ tǎŀƭƳ тр ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘΣ άLƴ 
the hand of the Lord is a cup full of foaming wine mixed with spices; he pours it out, and all the wicked of the earth 
ŘǊƛƴƪ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘǊŜƎǎέ όtǎΦ трΥуύΦ  
 
Isaiah, too, speaks of this "cup of the Lord's wrath" (Isa. 51:17) and Jeremiah speaks of the "cup filled with the wine of 
My wrath" (Jer. 25:15). The cup Jesus begs to be delivered from is the cup full of divine fury and wrath toward sinners. 
God is just; he has to be in order to remain God. Humanity has revolted against her God, overthrown the perfection of 
His creation and spewed her venom toward the King.   
 
Still more, He is a holy King, a righteous King who will not negotiate or compromise His characterςςever. God himself 
testifies, "I am the Lord your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy" (Lev. 11:44). God is steadfast 
in who He is, proclaiming, "Men of perverse heart shall be far from me; I will have nothing to do with evil" (Ps. 101:3). 
He is required to dispense curse and punishment upon sin for it scoffs and maligns his goodness. Therefore, Jesus was 
asked to bear the penalty due sinners for our cosmic treason.  

 
Jesus pleads with the Father to see if there is another such way to accomplish His will. However, God did not answer. 
Jesus in his brokenness cries, "My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜϦ όaŀǘǘΦ нсΥпнύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŦŜƴƛƴƎΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ άŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴŜΣέ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŘŜŜƳΣ ŀǎ 
WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ άǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƴƎǊȅ DƻŘΦέ [Ŝǎǘ ǿŜ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ 
we would do well to first remember it was the Father who sent His Son for such a time as this (confer John 3:16).   
 
Neither you nor I can bear to drink this cup. Many pride themselves in thinking their own righteousness and goodness 
will persuade God to show mercy on that last day; however, they do so at their own peril and folly. If there were any 
other way to restore broken fellowship with our God, how could He possibly put his son on a cross? God knows our 
inability for any hope of self-salvation. In his severe mercy, he condescends to become like us in everyway, but without 
sin. He lived the life we never could and died the death we all should. Because of his great love for us he has drunk the 
cup of wrath for us. There is nothing left to drink, not even a drop.   
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In the garden of our first parents, our innocence was lost and humanity in all her rebellion was plunged into sin; how-
ever, in Gethsemane our redemption drew near and our very own God would secure it. Our hearts should well up with 
praise and adoration to our great King. The gospel news is something we receive in faith and a truth we believe. We 
can do nothing to add to its beauty, for it is perfectly beautiful. Nothing can enhance its loveliness, for it is perfectly 
lovely. Nor can anything increase its splendor, for it is perfectly splendid.   
 
DŀǊǘƘ .ǊƻƻƪǎΣ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΣ ƻƴŎŜ ǎǳƴƎΣ ά{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ L ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦέ LΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
He did not answer the prayer of His Son that night, for my soul and eternity rest upon it. This Easter may we thank God 
that He has done everything to accomplish our salvation and merely bask in this wonder. May we fall to our knees in 
humility and sing praises for his great accomplishment on Calvary.  May his grace consume us as we live new lives out 
of our fully purchased freedom.  The war is over; the cup has already been drunk, even to the dregs.     
 
Note the following lyrics to the moving song Iƻǿ 5ŜŜǇ ¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ [ƻǾŜ CƻǊ ¦ǎ and then merely trust in the finished 
work of your Savior: 
 
 

How deep the Father's love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 

 
How great the pain of searing loss, 

The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the chosen One, 

Bring many sons to glory 
 

Behold the Man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice, 
Call out among the scoffers 

 
It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished 
 

I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 
 

Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 

 
How deep the Father's love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 

 
How great the pain of searing loss, 
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The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the chosen One, 

Bring many sons to glory 
 

Behold the Man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice, 
Call out among the scoffers 

 
It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished 
 

I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 
 

Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 

 
 
 


