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REV. MIKE BURCH, DIRECTOR OF STUDENT MINISTRIES ¢  (Note Schedule Change!) :
Christ died for us. Four words prove to be a central and crucial statement of : %% & '
the Christian faith, but also prove to be equally vexing. Some have abandoned
any objectivity to Christ’s death altogether and still some have scoffed that
Christ’'s atonement, or payment for sin, is too offensive to be plausible. More-
over, some have even dared to equate Christ’s death with “cosmic child
abuse.” Many perceive the Christ’s death on the cross simply as an action in
history that liberates us to “be all you can be” (the assumption that sin is a
mere bruise on the nature of humanity) rather than an action which allows us
to be forgiven for all that we have been (the assumption that humanity is hope-
lessly and radically fallen). There is no end to the atonement discussion and
the debate rages still.

Moreover, some see Christ's death as morally, politically and psychologically
useful, while others understand it as the “great exchange,” my forgiveness of
sin for his execution on a cross; my unrighteousness for his perfect, imputed
righteousness, to those who believe. Still more, many argue that we need be
reconciled to God but certainly jettison the thought that God needs be recon-
ciled to us. For them, therein lies the rub.

| am currently finishing my thesis at Denver Seminary, which directly deals

with the aforementioned. I'm exploring the atonement and how current trends ,9"

within Christianity perceive the meaning of such a cosmic event. Having just Reconb

celebrated Easter, it is appropriate to conclude the season with another re- Broken People

minder of what occurred on Golgotha nearly 2000 years ago. Therefore, we N/ to GO[% g

will in succinct fashion attempt to understand the following questions: 1. /R tobecome’

What's this business of “cosmic child abuse” as a legitimate understanding of CWRIS—SS

the traditional doctrine of penal substitution? 2. What was the nature of Healng Jande

Christ's death? 3. Why did he die in the first place? And lastly, 4. How does f

this affect my Christian life today? ‘
(Continued on page 2)

Now all these things are from God, who reconciled u s to himself through Christ, :
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. Il Corinthians 5:18
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In My Place (Continued from page 1)

A new phrase is postulated amongst Christian circles today. “Cosmic child abuse”
has stirred controversy to no end. The phrase itself means that if God sent Jesus
to die for our sin and God poured out his wrath on Jesus for our sin, specifically on
the Cross, then that is tantamount to divine child abuse. God was punishing Jesus
because God was so angry at sin and had to vent his fury on the most qualified
candidate. They contend that Christians who hold to penal substitution, a view that
states the Cross was a punishment (penal) given to Jesus and that Jesus was
crucified in our place (substitution) to bring us back to God, ought to be aban-
doned as medieval notions of the Cross. Instead, we are to embrace a view more
faithful to the biblical narrative, one that sees the Cross as a moral example, a
great act of love. For them, it is unacceptable that God would vent his fury on Je-
sus, because God can freely forgive without having to “express his anger on any-
one” or demand a sacrifice for one’s sins. Sadly, many are ascribing to this posi-
tion and allow great injustice to the biblical reality regarding Christ’s atonement.
To be fair, the Cross is a moral example and great act of love, but it is first some-
thing far deeper. Let’s quickly delve into the biblical account of what God says
concerning the atonement, lest we be guilty of creating our own theologies of the
cross which empty it of its power.

The atonement, in simplest definition, is the means by which sin is covered, for-
given and put away. God, in the Old Testament, prescribed an elaborate sacrificial
system, which had atonement as its climax. As many of you know, God ordered
the High Priest once a year to enter the Holy of Holies to make atonement for the
sin of Israel through the sacrifice of a spotless animal. (There were many other
types of sacrifices but for our purposes we will only deal with the theme in gen-
eral.) Did the sacrificial animal truly take the guilt of the ungodly? Of course not.
The author of Hebrews states, “...it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats
to take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). The Old Testament sacrifice merely served as
foreshadow to the perfect sacrifice that was to come, the perfect Lamb of God.
Nevertheless, we glean from the Old Testament God’s posture toward sin and
what only HE can do about it. Clearly, God abhors sin and does not take it lightly.
What is more, God never asked the Jewish people to atone for their own sin.
Much like a debtor whose account has been wiped clean, it was something sup-
plied for them not ever derived from them.
The nature of the atoning sacrifice in the Old
Testament was one that temporarily cov-
ered sin through the blood of another.
Countless animals (lambs, bulls, goats,
doves, etc.) were slain for the sin of Israel.
God's justice and wrath demanded it and
the blood of the sacrifice achieved it.

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

The purpose of our Spring Annual
meeting is to elect new officers
(Elder, Trustee, Deacon).
Your presence is important.

Sunday, May 17 (10:15 AM)

As New Testament Christians we have the
luxury of seeing Christ's death from a differ-
ent vantage point. Indulge me with the fol-
lowing analogy: A group of hikers treks up
the grueling trail of Colorado’s Longs Peak
but comes to a roadblock halfway in which
they are not allowed to go any further. Nev-
ertheless, they pause and soak in the in-

(Continued on page 3)
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Prayer Line

To listen to prayer requests,
call 303.980.6374.

To put a request on the Prayer Line,
call 303.986.5511.

Staff Appreciation Week

The Human Resources Committee has declared the week
of May 3-10, 2009 as church Staff Appreciation Week. The
Church Staff works extremely hard for Bear Creek Church

~and have performed numerous tasks on our behalf that

have gone unnoticed. God has blessed us with a great
Staff, and we need to honor them. Not only have they as-
sisted the congregation in general, they have helped many
of us as individuals. Often, this aid is beyond their normal
duties as employees of Bear Creek Church. So, during the
declared Appreciation Week, we encourage all of you to
bring thank you card or small gifts, and leave them at the
Welcome Center, expressing your appreciation for our
Staff. T

In My Place (Continued from page 2)

credible view from above, admiring the sheer vastness of
creation and the magnificence of the mountainous land-
scape. Later, the trail reopens and different hikers are per-
mitted to summit the peak, enjoying the fullness of their
view, breathtaking, astounding and spectacular. It is the
same mountain the first hikers partially climbed; however,
the latter group saw something even more incredible than
experienced by the first. In similar fashion, God gave the
Jews a taste, foreshadow, and limited view of his coming
salvation in Christ but restricted its full glory until “the full-
ness of time.” We, however, are the recipients of such a
glorious view on this side of the Cross. Just like the Old
Testament notion of atonement and sacrifice had at its core
blood, so the New Testament continues that same motif,
albeit, the New Testament announces the blood of one sac-
rifice (not countless millions). The nature of Christ’s death
was his blood and its sufficiency to cover sin. Christ’s offer-
ing of himself was pleasing and acceptable to the Father,
who received it, and placed his stamp of approval on it that
very first Easter. The resurrection is just as critical to our
salvation as the Cross; they are inextricably connected and
can never be divorced.

To answer question three - we surmise that Christ died, but
why? Again, the Old Testament declares God'’s character to
be in direct opposition to human sin, going to great lengths
articulating how offended he is by it and how he needs to
be placated because of it. The chief question of the Bible, in
my estimation is this: How can a glorious, holy God dwell
amongst a people who have robbed him of that same glory
and insulted his character by their lives marked with sin and
rebellion? The Godhead (Father, Son and Holy Spirit), in
their infinite love and wisdom, struck a deal in eternity
amongst themselves, initiating a plan to rescue fallen, bro-
ken, and corrupt humanity, not wishing to leave them in

(Continued on page 5)



Fan the Flame

I'm going to get right to the point here: I'm in a 'dip’ - and |
need your help! My faith isn't wavering, but the flame is
more like an ember. As | ponder a decided 'blah-ness' in
my spiritual life, | find myself wishing for a new vision, a re-
newed enthusiasm for my “first love." | know others have a
passion for Christ that is lacking in my own life. It used to
be there - what happened? | don’t want my walk with God
to be “just OK.” Am | the only one who feels this way - or
are there others at BCC in this dip, too? Have some of you
been there before? Do you remember how God brought
you out? How did you get beyond "going through the mo-
tions"? (See lyrics at right.) | don’t want to see the Lord
someday, and have him ask, “What if you'd given every-
thing instead of just going through the motions?”

Perhaps the routines which were so satisfying in other sea-
sons of my life need to be revamped for THIS season of my
life. I'm not saying | want to throw out the spiritual disci-
plines of prayer, Bible study, quiet time, devotional reading;
but I am looking for new ways to approach these disci-
plines.

How do you approach the Lord in ways | might not have
tried? What makes your flame burn bright? How is God
working in your life? Would you be willing to fan the flame
for me? Hearing how God is working in others inspires me.
Learning how God brought others out of a dip encourages
me that I'm not going to be stuck here forever.

Would you share a special 'golden nugget' that God gave
you in your devotion time today? It might be just what |
need to hear. Would you share the highs and lows of your
journey, and let me rejoice with you or weep with you, as
scripture commands?

— Anonymous BCC member

Whether you're asking questions like these, or could be
part ‘fanning the flame’, BCC has a new tool by which you
can get or stay connected. If you're thinking, "I don't have
time for another thing in my schedule," it's OK. We're not
asking you to show up at any given time or place. This
online tool will be available to all BCC-ers with internet ac-
cess. Go to www.MyChurch.org, register as a new user,
and join the Bear Creek Church network. (Frequently Asked
Questions are answered on www.MyChurch.org/info/fag.)
Please put other BCC folks on your ‘friends’ list, so they
can use the site to encourage you.)

Let's fan each other’s flames - so that our hearts are not
hardened, and we can resist the enemy who wants us to
think that it's OK to be lukewarm toward God.

0 0
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In My Place (Continued from page 3)

their misery but ultimately reconciling them and restoring
them unto fellowship with him.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16). It is here we see the heart of the Gospel,
the heart of God, and the indescribable love he has for us.
God so greatly desired to reconcile humanity back to him-
self and himself back to humanity, that he chose the only
possible method of doing so: the sending of his beloved
Son. Jesus had to die and give his life “as a ransom for
many” (Mark 10:45) so that “for our sake he made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). Again, Jesus had to
die; there was no other way. If there had been, surely God
would have opted not to send his Son to earth to incur a
most heinous death sentence, but would have instead cre-
ated another way, lest he subject his perfect, innocent Son
to the horrors of his wrath as found on the Cross. To be
sure, the fact God did send his Son demonstrates the ne-
cessity of it.

We can rest assured that the atonement, or Cross of Christ,
was not “cosmic child abuse” but rather incredible divine
mercy. Our sin earns us the wage of death, the cross. BUT
GOD (the two greatest words in all of Scripture) was “in
Christ...reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them” (2 Cor. 5:19). As we move from
faith to faith and grace to grace in our Christian journey,
take great confidence in God’s unending love for you. Your
sin is dealt with; it is gone for good, forever. God’s love for
those who trust him (regarding the truths of the Cross) is
unshakable, unending and his Son always stands ready to
intercede for them. This changes everything!

Is the Cross powerful enough to move beyond a mere doc-
trinal truth to which we assent? One would only hope. The
Cross speaks into our lives daily and transforms our lives
truly. In light of this great love, how are we not to extend
love to our neighbor? How are we not to love our enemies?
How are we not to find joy in this life in spite of our momen-
tary afflictions? Does the Cross not address how you are to
love your children, your spouse, your friends, your co-
worker, your supervisor, your fellow Christian brother and
sister? Allow the truth of the Cross to penetrate your heart
today. Pray, reflect and pray some more. The title of this
brief article says it all: In My Place Condemned He Stood:
The Reality of God’s Unspeakable Love for You. God did
not spare his Son, but offered him up as an atonement; a
sacrifice in which Christ absorbed the full extent of God’s
wrath for you and removed our sin “as far as the east is
from the west.” T
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MEMORY

Thanks!

We want to thank everyone for the
out-pouring of love and care shown
to us through calls, cards, food and
donations in memory of Mom (Evelyn
Duncan). We will miss her very
much, but our loving church family
helps and comforts us.

“Butch” and Wanda Pritchett,

children and grandchildren



To the Parents of Students:

I’'m pleased to announce a new change coming for C.R.E.W.
ministry. Through much prayer and council, I've decided to
separate the Jr. and Sr. High ministry from one night into two.
Wednesday nights will be dedicated to High School ministry
(9th-12" grade) and Jr. High (68" grade) will remain on Thurs-
day. (We will be strict in ensuring students of those respective
grades are in their respective groups.) The times will be the
same, however, for the summer we will officially end at 9pm
giving us more time to interact and engage with our students.

This is a critical point in our juncture both as a Church and Stu-
dent Ministry department which is an integral part of our body.
I've decided to make the change for several reasons which
when analyzed outweigh their cons:

1. God has grown the group over the past two years which
lends itself to a natural split.

2. It will provide an atmosphere more conducive to age and
spiritual need.

3. The Leaders can tailor a program, lesson, event specific to
the group’s current place in life, both physical and spiritually.

4. It will allow for our Leaders to narrowly focus in on the group
they are most gifted to serve.

5. It will give each group an identity, allow them to take owner-
ship of their respective groups but yet still be united under the
same Youth Group and Bear Creek Church at large.

6. It will allow for continued growth within each group, putting
current fears for both Jr. and Sr. High students who might be
reluctant to engage and bring friends in light of the current struc-
ture.

These are but a few reasons for our shift and they WILL BE-
COME EFFECTIVE STARTING MAY 21°" AND MAY 22" |
wanted to have a set plan in place before we launch into the
summer, which will also allow for our incoming 5" graders to be
grafted into an existing paradigm, created exclusively for their
Jr. High years.

Moreover, we've planned an informal parent meeting to take
place on 05/17 from 7-830 pm in the Upper Room. This will be
a time for you to ask questions and for us to once again com-
municate our vision for CREW ministries, address the summer
calendar, and also get reacquainted. Any questions prior to then
please call or email: 303-986-5511 x 110 and/or
mike@bearcreekchurch.net. I'm looking forward to what our
mighty Lord has in store, and covet your prayers.

In the Battle for Heart and Minds,

Mike Burch
Director of Student Ministries
Bear Creek Church

(Middle & High School Students)
Sunday - 9:15 AM

Christ Reigns EveryWhere
(Youth Group)
Middle School — Thursday—7:00 PM
High School — Wednesday — 7:00 PM

If you have any questions please call
Mike Burch (303.986.5511 x 110)




Blessings Galore at Easter

Festival!

By the overwhelming response from
the BCC family with donations of
plastic eggs, candy, and hands-on
help, | knew that God had a special
plan for this year's Easter Festival
— and God didn’t disappoint us!

Long before 9:00 AM many volun-
teers were on hand, ready to make
it a memorable time for the children.
The Fellowship had been trans-
formed with 10 game booths, a
face-painting 'station’, helium bal-
loons, and lots of ways to have fun.
The special guest was an ‘angel’
sitting at the ‘empty tomb’ sharing
the good news that Jesus had
risen! In no time at all, about 150
friends and neighbors were enjoy-
ing the fun and hearing the good
news.

At least 20 families had no prior
connection to BCC, and our great
Evangelism Team is contacting
these families to thank them for
coming and invite them back to
Bear Creek. We hope to continue to
reach out and serve our community!

This event is always LOTS of work,
but God's blessing was evident in
the eyes of the children and their
parents. Thanks to each and every
one of you who made this morning
a truly blessed event! t

BCC Summer Fun

BBQ & Game Night — June 14
(5:00 PM) — An extra-fun night for all!
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Family Campout — July 10-12 —
Dillon Reservoir - Windy Point Camp-
ground

A

Faith Day @ Coors Field — August 23 —
Rockies vs. Giants and post-game concert by
MercyMe! ($15/person)

i

All-Church Picnic —
August 30 (12 Noon - 3:00 PM) —
Stone House Park

Watch the bulletin for details
and sign-up dates.




