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Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,  
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. II Corinthians 5:18 

B e a r  C r e e k  C h u r c h 

3101 S. Kipling Street 
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THIRSTY IN THE RAIN 
Mike Burch, Director of Student Ministries 

 
ñAll I want is candy!ò cried my little son.  
 
ñSon,ò I replied, ñthis will taste good for only awhile but youôll still be hungry. 
How about an apple instead?ò 
 
Again, he protested, stating candy was his preference for breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner. He was not concerned so much with its severe lack of nutritional 
value, but rather with its ability to offer instant gratification; to be sure, jelly 
beans, snickers, lollipops, and whoppers were far superior to steamed vegeta-
bles with grilled chicken over rice pilaf. 
 
Being the wonderful father that I am, I acquiesced and allowed him to gorge 
himself with what amounts to as spoonfuls of sugar. Quickly thereafter I real-
ized this could be a poignant ñteachable moment,ò the kind all parents crave. I 
allowed him to splurge on candy, replacing any adequate meals for his small, 
growing body. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Spring Congregational Dinner and Meeting 
Plan now to attend our Spring Congregational Meeting Sunday, May 16 . We 
normally meet in the morning just to elect new officers each May, but this year 
we want to talk together about promising directions for the future of BCC and 
feel that we need more time. Try to come as we share plans for our future to-
gether. 

 
 We will gather for dinner at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship   
 Hall. We will provide meat and bread, and each family  
 is asked to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to share.  
 Sign-up at the Welcome Center on May 2 or 9 so we  
 know how much meat to buy. Childcare will be pro- 
 vided for the meeting only. The meeting will begin at  
 6:45 PM in the Upper Room .  
 

 



2                                                                                                                                                      

 

www.BearCreekChurch.net 

 
 

Bear Creek Church 
(Evangelical  Presbyterian)  

 
3101 S. Kipling St. 

Lakewood, CO 
80227 

 
303.986.5511 

 
Senior Pastor 

Dr. Jim Coleman 
 

Director of 
Student Ministries 
Rev. Mike Burch 

 
Director of Worship 

Dan Leavitt 
 

Office Staff 
Jill Lynch 

Susie McQueen  
 

Assistant Treasurer 
Karrie Havel 

 
Plant Manager 

Craig Havel 
 

Sound Tech 
Stan Gillogly 

 
 Custodian 

JoEllen McFarland 

www.BearCreekChurch.net 

Bear Creek ConnectionBear Creek Connection  
 

Published monthly by  
Bear Creek Church 
3101 S. Kipling St. 

Lakewood, CO 80227 
303.986.5511 

www.BearCreekChurch.net 
 

Editor: Susie McQueen 
Deadline for copy: 

 8th day of each month. 
Editor reserves the  

right to edit for  
content and space. 

© 2010 Bear Creek Church 

Naturally, he was delighted and 
thought I was the greatest dad on the 
planet. For a full day he had de-
voured sugar as his only sustenance, 
as the main ingredient to help him 
grow cognitively and physically. I 
even let him skip his normal nap to 
play in the yard torturing his other 
siblings. (Not to mention the fact that 
even if I wanted him to nap, his blood 
sugar levels easily prevented that, 
being higher than those of an un-
checked diabetic!) 
 
This was the greatest day of his life. 
For the first time there were no di-
etary restrictions. He didnôt even 
have to ask; he took great pleasure in 
feeding himself with the vast assort-
ment of candy at his disposal. He 
must have truly thought this was 
Heaven, the place where tooth-
brushes didnôt exist and a never end-
ing supply of sweets were dispensed 
from Godôs infinitely plentiful vending 
machine, one that didnôt require any 
coins no less. It was euphoric. That 
is, until his tummy began to ache and 
the pangs of hunger ensued. 
 
As the day wore on he became in-
creasingly tired and ravenous for real 
food. Within his little mind he thought 
that it was time to quit eating the junk 
and allow Dad to offer him a feast-- 
which I did. 
 
In similar fashion, are we not just like 
my little son? We have a plethora of 
goods and services at our disposal 
each promising to bring lasting fulfill-
ment. From the candy aisle to the 
shopping mall; from the HDTVs to the 
new Corvettes; from the posh homes 
to the filled bank accounts; from ca-
reer advancements to an illicit loverôs 
promise of pleasure; we have found 
our fix, and like any good consumer, 
we indulge. 
 
Even in our Christian experience we 
are lured by creative marketing ploys 
and best selling books. Ones that of-

Thirsty é (Continued from page 1) 

 
In the beginning was the 

WORD... 

Bible Studies  
 

 
Precept Upon Precept:  

Ezra & Haggai  
Tuesdays (9:00 -11:00 AM)  

 

Proverbs Bible Study:  
Putting on a Gentle Quiet Spirit  

 Thursdays (6:30 -7:30 AM)  
 

Menõs Breakfast Bible Study 
James 

1st, 2 nd, 4 th  Saturdays (7:30 -8:30 AM)  
 

 

Spring Clean-up Day at BCC 
We are devoting a full day (Saturday, 
May 15) to a variety of indoor and out-
door projects at the church. Please 
contact Craig Havel (303.986.5511 x 
104) to volunteer for any of these pro-
jects:  
 
ü Painting the Fellowship Hall 
ü Repairing and painting the Youth 

Center 
ü Planting & maintaining the four 

flower pots and the flower beds for 
the spring/summer/fall season 

ü Cleaning out the rocked areas of 
our landscaping 

ü Trimming shrubs and/or replacing 
the ones that have died 

ü Repairing and painting the soffit/
facia and window trim in the Play-
ground area 

ü Planning, preparing, and serving 
lunch and beverages for the volun-
teers on Clean-Up Day 

 
With everyoneôs help, weôll have fun 
while accomplishing these much-
needed projects.  (In the event of bad 
weather, outside projects will be post-
poned to May 22.)                              À 
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fer abundant life but leave us, nonetheless, 
empty. We are caught in the endless cycle of be-
lieving the next trend; the next ñbiggest thingò will 
meet the desires of our heart, the deepest long-
ings of our soul. But again, we are left burdened, 
aching for something that satisfies. 
 
Bombarded with every possible stimulus the 
world can offer, there is yet a deeper longing, to 
know and be known, especially by the very God 
who made us. Having tried every trite and trivial 
thing, we are left only to yearn for real joy, real 
life, and real food. Pressing in on and dabbling 
with the cultureôs latest achievements, we quickly 
find ourselves bored and listless. When the ex-
periences dry up, so also do we. Within this para-
digm our faith is only as good as our last experi-
ence. When our felt needs drive our spiritual lives, 
which are subsequently found wanting, we either 
seek something more ecstatic and thrilling or are 
taken over with despair. 
 
Consider the striking account of the women at the 
well. She encounters a man from Nazareth as 
she fills her water buckets in the scorching noon-
day sun. Her encounter with Jesus is profound. 
He asks her for a drink and her life would never 
be the same. 
 
Jesus answered her, ñIf you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, óGive me a 
drink,ô you would have asked him, and he would 
have given you living water.ò The woman said to 
him, ñSir, you have nothing to draw water with, 
and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water? ... Jesus said to her, ñEveryone who drinks 
of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never 
be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.ò 
 
Her life was spent in a perpetual pursuit of life-
giving water; yet her life was still empty. Convers-
ing with the Rabbi, she is exposed in all her 
shame. Having no prior encounter with her, He 
declares sheôs had five different husbands and is 
currently living with her lover as the sixth. In her 
deception she fell pray to the very thing we all do; 
that meaningful life is found in the reckless pursuit 
of felt needs. Sadly, such needs are often con-
trived, never allowing us to reflect on our deeper 

Thirsty é (Continued from page 2) issues. 
Jesus fully knows of her brokenness. He calls her 
away from a life that will end in destruction to a life 
of truth and abundance, one that will well up to eter-
nal life. The worldôs offer for joy was but a typical 
well with superficial taste. Christ trumps the offer 
with an artesian well leading to real glory and real 
hope. 
 
What then shall we do? Before we answer such, we 
first must understand what has already been done. 
A bronze Galilean has already given us everything 
we need to flourish in our Christian pilgrimage. He 
has sent his Holy Spirit to illuminate His very words; 
words that usher in a real feast of choice wine and 
the finest of foods. Let us be discerning as we en-
gage our world; let us detect the counterfeit for the 
authentic. May we not succumb to any notion that 
assures joy, which in the end has not the power to 
deliver. Church programs will soon fade, new trends 
will quickly fall out of favor; tips and good advice for 
successful living can only give us so much; these, 
too, will fail.  Instead, we need Jesus Christ; we 
need his forgiveness, his tender affection, and espe-
cially the feast that only he can provide. 
 
Theologian Fredrick Buechner put it so well: 
 There is little that we can point to in our own 
 lives as deserving anything but Godôs wrath. 
 Our  best moments have been most grotesque 
 parodies. Our best loves have been almost al-
 ways blurred with selfishness and deceit. But 
 there is something to which we can point; not 
 anything we ever did or were, but something 
 that was done for us by another. Not our own 
 lives but the life of one who died in  our behalf 
 and yet is still alive. This is our only glory and 
 our only  hope. And the sound that it makes is 
 the sound of excitement and gladness and 
 laughter that  floats through the night air through 
 a great banquet. 
 
May we drink from Christ deeply lest we become 
thirsty in the rain.                                                      À 

Prayer Line 
 

To listen to prayer requests,  
call 303.980.6374. 

 

To add requests to the Prayer Line,  
call 303.986.5511. 
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Cookies Needed! 
This summer the national meeting of 
the EPC will be here in Denver. The 
week before this meeting 140 EPC 
missionaries (including their families) 
will be having a retreat up in Keystone. 
We have been asked if we could pro-
vide cookies for one day of their re-
treat. If everyone has two cookies, that 
is almost 25 dozen cookies! But many 
hands make light work. The cookies 
can be baked in advance, and put in 
the freezer. Any type of cookie is wel-
come. We also need 24 loaves of 
breakfast bread. We need to deliver 
the bread and cookies the week of 
June 9. If you would like to be a bless-
ing to some missionaries in this way, 
contact Carl Christianssen (303.936. 
2385 or cdchristi@msn.com).            À 
 

Good $ense Course 
The Good Sense Ministry is designed 
to help you and your family to imple-
ment biblical principles of stewardship 
into your financial life.  Learn Godôs 
principles to understand that every-
thing we have is a gift from God, and 
our time, talent, and treasure is to be 
used to Godôs glory. More than just a 
learning experience about budgets and 
finances, this on-going workshop offers 
a unique opportunity for you to begin to 
transform financial stress into financial 
peace. Join us and off-load the finan-
cial craziness! Meets the 2nd Thursday 
of each month (7:00 PM) in Adult 
Classroom #2. Call for more informa-
tion: Marvin or Dara Owens (303.988. 
3696).                                                  À 

 

Sundays at BCC 

8:00 AM  ~ Prayer 

 9:15 AM  ~ Sunday School  
 

10:30 AM  ~ Worship Service 

Childrenôs Ministry Summer 2010 
This summer, the BCC Childrenôs Ministry Team will be 
working hard to better reach the people God brings through 
our doors. Most first time visitors will only attend the main 
worship service, but our current Childrenôs Church program 
doesnôt accommodate kids older than 2nd grade. We donôt 
want that to be a reason for anyone to walk away from Bear 
Creek, so this summer, we will be expanding our childrenôs 
program during the service to include children Kindergarten 
through the 5th grade. This means more volunteers will be 
needed to minister to the additional grades with a quality 
program. We want to share this worthwhile task so no one 
will have to miss out on the worship service too often. 
Please contact Craig Pritchett (303.989.4447) about this re-
warding ministry helping our children to know God.  

 

Student Ministries  
 

Middle School  
Thursdayð7:00 PM 

High School  
Wednesday ð 7:00 PM 

 
Questions?  

        Call Mike Burch  
                 (303.986.5511 x 110) 

The Great Sew-In 
On Saturday, June 19 (10:00 AM ð4:00 PM) we will be 
covering small airline pillows to be donated to children in 
need. We need people to cut, sew, and stuff. Bring a sack 
lunch, and scissors for cutting, a sewing machine for sew-
ing, and/or hands for stuffing. If you have any childrenôs print 
fabric, please bring that as well. Weôll be in the Upper Room. 
Bring a sack lunch. For more information, please call Linda 
Feuerstein (303.973.0883).                                                  À 

Oh, the Places We Can Pray 
The 4th grade Kidsô Club class took the lead from Dr. 
Suessô book, Oh, The Places You Will Go and wrote their 
own book about prayer. See a sample on page 5. Con-
gratulations to the teachers, Kevin Johnston, Shannon 
Knight, and Brenda Kluherz, and the class! Good Job!!! 

mailto:cdchristi@msn.com
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