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KARRIE HAVEL, COORDINATOR 
 
We here at BCC have two large resources that 
we could use to start relationships with the 
people in this community. We have a wonder-
ful, interesting group of people and we have a 
lot of space (both inside and outside of the 
building). 
  
But our community does not know much, if 
anything, about us. They see a portion of the 
building from the street and that is all. People 

who come in to the building often say they had no idea that our church was so 
large. Others think we are a part of the school campus. And often, when we are 
out there interacting with people in the community, they don’t know that we are 
from Bear Creek Church. 
  
Imagine for a moment that you are a person in our community: 
 

You’ve never walked in the doors of a church before and have no idea 
what to expect inside. All you know about Christians is what you have 
heard from others about them being judgmental, ―Holier than thou‖, or 
just plain weird. Or, a bad experience with church has kept you at arm’s 
length. Either way, the idea of going into a church sounds scary and un-
comfortable. Church is the last place that you would look for support and 
hope. 

  
Times are very bad right now. It’s hard to make ends meet. Relation-
ships are strained. Despite your best efforts, life is not going smoothly. 
Stress is high; hope is low. When — if ever — will life get better? A typi-
cal day is hectic. Kids, work, the economy, politics — everyone talks 
about the problems. No one has solutions. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,  
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. II Corinthians 5:18 
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Trees are getting bare, grass is turning brown, stores are full of orange and 
yellow candy, shorter days – yes, Fall is here. Everything seems very 
dreary and you realize the ―Holiday Season‖ is just about upon us – and 
you dread it. On your way home from work you go by the corner of Dart-
mouth and Old Kipling – it is usually rather barren, but today  there is a 
huge splash of fall colors – browns, reds and oranges. The sign says, 
―Pumpkin Patch‖. Is the school doing 
something you hadn’t heard about? Surely 
it couldn’t be that church; their parking lot 
always looks empty (but then again, you 
don’t get out of the house very often on 
Sunday mornings). But the Pumpkin Patch 
IS near the church sign – maybe they have 
more going on than you know about? This 
might be a good place to take the kids to 
pick out a pumpkin; it seems like more fun 
than just going to the grocery store.  

  
On Saturday you bring the family to the Pumpkin Patch, where friendly peo-
ple greet you, and ask about your day. The kids have a great time walking 
through the aisles looking for THE pumpkin. There is free face-painting and 
a story time -- you feel like you took your kids to an actual event (something 
you wanted to do all summer but never got the chance). It feels good to 
know your money went to a scholarship fund that the church has for the 
youth to go on skiing events, etc., if they can’t afford it. This was fun – 
maybe church-folks do care about their neighbors? Maybe you should go to 
church sometime? … But life is too busy. 

  
Then one day you have just had enough! Life is overwhelming! There is 
bad news from the doctor, the insurance company is balking about paying 
for tests, and co-workers share rumors about layoffs at work. The phone 
call from the teacher is the final straw! Fish sticks suffice for dinner, and 
then you fall into bed. You don’t want to face it tonight. Will anything ever 
be relaxed and happy again? Who can you turn to? For some reason, you 
think of the Pumpkin Patch. The people you met there seemed content. But 
they seemed real, too. You even identified with them as you were talking. 
They seemed to be going through similar problems, but somehow they 
seemed to have hope. Is it possible there really might be something to look 
forward to other than more days like today? Maybe it’s time to visit this 
church. The sign says Worship Service is at 10:30 AM - that’s not too early 
to get the family moving. The kids may complain about going, but you really 
feel you need this. You ALL need this. 

Pumpkin Patch (Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Mandie Gallagher to Retire 
On Sunday, September 20, after twelve year on our staff and six years as our Di-
rector of Children’s Education, Mandie Gallagher announced her retirement. She 
will move on to other duties and to spend more time with her family at the end of 
this calendar year. She, Pat, and Moriah expect to remain active leaders in our 
church family. She has performed, with great faithfulness, a vital role in our minis-
try here at BCC and will be greatly missed in that role. Look for an appropriate 
“Thank You” celebration at a later date.                                                                   À 
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In the beginning was the 

WORD... 

Bible Studies  
 

 
Precept Upon Precept:  

Ephesians: The Church Rooted in 
Love; Walking in Power  

Mondays (7:00ñ9:00 PM) 
Kevin Johnston (303.263.5918) 

 
Isaiah (Part 2)  

Tuesdays (9:00 -11:00 AM)  
Diana Beck (303.972.2162) 

 

Proverbs Bible Study:  
Putting on a Gentle Quiet Spirit  

 Thursdays (6:30 -7:30 AM)  
June Torborg (303.987.0113) 

 

Menõs Breakfast Bible Study 
James 

Saturdays (7:30 -8:30 AM)  

Nervousness dissipates as you are greeted at the 
door by people who seem genuinely glad to see 
you. At the Welcome Desk you find that there are 
programs for each of the children (who weren’t ex-
cited about coming and sitting quietly for an hour!). 
The kids recognize some kids from school and are 
excited to join them in the children’s program. The 
service is relaxed; people introduce themselves and 
make you welcome. You don’t feel TOO out of 
place. The message is like it had been written for 
families like yours. You’re glad you came! The kids 
agree to try it again next week… and the next…and 
soon going to Bear Creek starts to feel like a normal 
part of the weekend – an important part of the week-
end!  You meet people who care about you; you 
have a little more hope as you face life’s struggles.  

  
This is just the beginning of the story, but you can see that 
God can take pumpkins and do AMAZING things. I hope 
that we’ll have volunteers of all ages taking turns at the 
Pumpkin Patch. You CAN make a difference in someone’s 
life, just by being available for a couple hours. Please sign 
up to help with our 1st Annual Pumpkin Patch! 

À 

Pumpkin Patch (Continued from page 2) 

 

Student Ministries  
 

Middle School  
Thursday—7:00 PM 

High School  
Wednesday — 7:00 PM 

 

If you have any questions please call 
Mike Burch  

(303.986.5511 x 110) 

Pie Ministry - Off to a Good 
Start! 
Starting this summer, homemade pies 
are being delivered to 1st time visitors 
on Sunday. We want to thank them for 
coming, and extend a warm welcome 
to return. The pies are baked and deliv-
ered immediately after the service. We 
anticipated that visitor numbers would 
be low through the summer, but we 
were able to deliver 9 pies. We have 
received 3/4 of the pie plates back, in-
dicating 6 of the 9 visitors came back. 
We are pleased with the response to 
this ministry, and encourage you to 
pray that this continues to be a great 
way to welcome our guests and draw 
them into our church family.                À 
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Outreach Success! 
One hundred eighty-five women (including over 100 non-
BCC-ers!) had a wonderful time at BCC on September 11! 
Lynette Pickering caught our attention from the moment she 
walked in carrying her feather duster. With humor and songs, 
she shared her life story -- her expectations, the joy of getting 
things she longed for ... and the emptiness that somehow 
remained. Every woman could identify with at least one of 
the various ways she tried to fill that void -- family, work, 
food, shopping. We were caught off-guard when she shared 
the rage that developed as the emptiness grew. Through it 
all, we were reminded that there is an emptiness inside each 
of us that can ONLY be filled by God Himself! How amazing 
that He would create that emptiness, and even more so, that 
He LONGS to fill it!  
 
According to the response cards at least 18 women re-
sponded to God's call on their lives. Pray with us that each 
woman will move closer to the Lord as they remember the 
things they heard from Lynette. Pray that they (and their 
families) will heed the Holy Spirit's nudging and come to BCC 
-- or to another Christ-centered church. Pray they will grow in 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Pray that many will trust 
Him in faithful dependence on His mercy and grace.   
 
Thanks to everyone who prayed for God's blessing on this 
event! Thanks to Sherri Pritchett for her idea and her work in 
pulling all the details together! Thanks to all who donated 
cookies and door prizes! Thanks to Craig Pritchett, Butch 
Pritchett, David Pritchett, and Steve Ketcham, who were our 
greeters/servers! And thanks to each woman who brought 
friends. Only God knows for sure the lasting impact of this 
event -- but I trust it will be far greater than we asked or 
imagined! 
  
Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 

we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him 

`be' the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations 

for ever and ever. Amen.                                               Ephesians 3:20 -21 

BCC Arts and Crafts Show 
This year the Fellowship Leadership 
Team is sponsoring an Arts and Crafts 
Show/Holiday Gift Sale on Friday-
Saturday, October 23-24 (in conjunc-
tion with the Pumpkin Patch). 
 
Our hope is that this project will allow 
our community to connect with BCC in 
a fun way. The proceeds from this 
event will benefit three ministries: the 
Fellowship Team events, the 1st Time 
Visitors’ Pie Ministry, and the C.R.E.W. 
(youth group) scholarship program. 
 
We will have booths featuring toys, 
photography, wooden spice racks, 
baby things, purses, book marks, mi-
crowave potato bags, pottery, quilts, 
shawls, wildlife carvings, jewelry, hats, 
rugs, Bible covers, and much more. 
We would like to have more booths, 
and would like some paintings.  
 
CREW will be sponsoring a Bake Sale. 
Contact Karen Benigar (303.980.9390) 
if you would like to donate baked 
goods. 
 
The Pie Ministry will also be selling 
pies—get one for your family!  
 
Call Bill Dobbs (720.962.6377) if you 
want to get involved. Plan to come and 
do your holiday shopping early!           À 

It’s Not Too Late To Join Kids’ Club! 
Kids’ Club is our mid-week program 
for children in Kindergarten through 
5th grade. It is a wonderful opportu-
nity for children to participate in 
games, crafts, choir, a fun dinner 
time and Bible teaching, while devel-
oping great relationships with other 
children and adults in our church 
body! 
 
October Themes:   October 7 — Crazy Shoes 
      October 14 — Space Odyssey 
     October 21 — Birthdays 
     October 28 — Careers                        À 

Prayer Line  
 

To listen to prayer requests,  
call 303.980.6374. 

 

To put a request on the Prayer Line,  
call 303.986.5511. 

http://www.mychurch.org/bible/ephesians/3-20


5                                                                                                                                                      

 

www.BearCreekChurch.net 

 

Sundays at BCC  

8:00 AM ~ Prayer  

9:15 AM  ~ Sunday School for all ages  

10:30 AM  ~ Worship Service  

 

ü Share the Love of Jesus  
ü Pack a shoebox with goodies  
ü Add a label 
ü Boxes due early November  
ü Watch for more information 


