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REV. MIKE BURCH, DIRECTOR OF STUDENT MINISTRIES 
 
Hunger is no stranger to our world. Daily there are countless millions who suffer 
starvation’s ill effects and long to fill their stomachs with food. Nevertheless, 
there is yet another hunger that transcends the physical, which is being felt 
worldwide by people from all tribes, tongues and nations. Particularly within our 
culture, a stirring for the spiritual has made itself manifest. 
 
People are famished, regardless of their socioeconomic condition; in general, it 
appears that our culture, especially within the younger generations, crave the 
deep and the timeless. Although there will always be those who elect to stay in 
the superficial, the shallow, those who resonate with the ephemeral and the lat-
est trend, there remains a host of those who yearn for more. They ask them-
selves, ―Surely there is more to the Christian faith than what we’ve been ex-
posed to?‖ Beyond a ―cotton candy‖ faith and gospel, beyond experience and 
―easy-listening‖ Christianity, there lays a void in many hearts waiting to be filled 
with God himself. Have we come to a point as a church where incredible pro-
grams and productions, self-help sermons and other emphases on ―me‖ are no 
longer helpful — for either the culture or the church? Are we tired, as a church, 
of trying to mimic and emulate the culture? Have we reached the point we can 
no longer distinguish the two? Have we, in order to reach our culture, sold out 
the foundations and truths that keep us distinct from it? Have we shamelessly 
become so relevant for the culture that without knowing it, we have become at 
the same time irrelevant? I hope not. My aim today is to offer merely a brief cri-
tique of the church, to which I belong, in order to gently prompt her back to her 
first call. 
 
Tullian Tchividjian, grandson of Billy Graham, and author of the recent book Un-
fashionable, argues that we have lost our impact on culture not for lack of 
―relevant‖ worship, preaching, and production, but for the reason that the church 
no longer has anything to offer the world. In our attempts to be accepted and 
appear relevant before the eyes of a watching world, we have accomplished 
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precisely the opposite. By offering ―Christianity Lite‖ we have failed to offer true 
Christian life. To be, or at least appear, fashionable, has been our modus oper-
andi, but this has left many empty and groping in the dark. 
 
Many who were raised in the modern church have abandoned it altogether for the 
very reason that it no longer has relevance to their lives. Why participate in a body 
of Christians, specifically on Sunday morning, if all one perceives is a collection of 
people attempting to become a pseudo-Hollywood to reach Hollywood, and in so 
doing, look like fools? Since when was the church charged with the tireless task of 
cultural entertainment or promising an ―experience‖ the world can equally get any-
where else? 
 
Deep theology and doctrine is the substance and diet of a deep church. However, 
we have all but neglected our sacred and historic faith and traded it for a fraud.  
―Doctrine divides,‖ we cry; ―Theology is irrelevant to daily life,‖ we contend. We are 
wrong. Interestingly, even the non-Christian world understands the value of core 
beliefs and doctrinal distinctives as something of supreme importance. In his book, 
Surprising Insights from the Unchurched, Thom Rainer discovered that 85% of the 
unchurched that were surveyed stated theology and doctrine would be their pri-
mary considerations in choosing a church. Not music, not entertainment, but truth. 
 
A culture that is ―thirsting for truthfulness and not trendiness‖ is the culture we are 
called to reach. However, we are too often engaged in ―church activity‖ and not 
effective ministry. Rainer eloquently writes of the culture and the unchurched, stat-
ing they ―long for someone to speak truth to them about a time and a place other 
than their own, about something and someone other than themselves.‖ Could it be 
that the pendulum has swung from a ―big church‖ paradigm, one full of entertain-
ment and individualism, to a ―big God‖ paradigm, full of the transcendent, the deep, 
and the true? That remains to be seen. 
 
Hopefully, the church is realizing the irrelevance of her desired relevance. When 
she attempts to fill a role she has not been called to, she can look quite silly; when 
she tries to convince the culture that she is not all that different from it, she has just 
lost her greatest platform from which to speak. If the church has nothing unique to 
say to a lost and broken culture, she has nothing to say at all. The church of Christ 
is not called to mimic culture or create a ―parallel universe,‖ as Lesslie Newbigin 
would say. Rather, she is called to herald a particular message –­ an announce-
ment of what God has done in Jesus Christ. The church cannot compete with Las 
Vegas, nor should she; the church does not exist to magnetize a culture to herself 
and her trappings, but rather to Jesus Christ and his salvation. Let Hollywood do 
what it does best-–entertain; and let the church recover what only she can do-–
offer words of life. 

Unfashionable (Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Angel Tree is Coming 
Share the love of Christ with a child 
whose parent is in prison!  
Pick up your angels: November 22/29 
Return wrapped gifts: December 13 
Delivery Date: December 20  

Toy Shop Donations Needed 
Once again this year, our Food Bank 
and Lilies of the Field ministries will 
offer a Toy Shop to needy families. 
Donations of new or gently-used items 
(toys, CDs, jewelry, etc. for children 
from infants through high school) are 
needed by December 4.  



3                                                                                                                                                      

 

www.BearCreekChurch.net 

 
In the beginning was the 

WORD... 

Bible Studies  
 

 
Precept Upon Precept:  

Ephesians: The Church Rooted in 
Love; Walking in Power  

Mondays (7:00ñ9:00 PM) 
 

Isaiah (Part 2)  

Tuesdays (9:00 -11:00 AM)  
 

Proverbs Bible Study:  
Putting on a Gentle Quiet Spirit  

 Thursdays (6:30 -7:30 AM)  
 

Menõs Breakfast Bible Study 
James 

Saturdays (7:30 -8:30 AM)  

It is no wonder many millions have abandoned church life 
and are searching for something deeper. If the church, 
which has been given a charge by God to speak words of 
life (i.e. the precious gospel) and fails to do so, but instead 
speaks to perceived/felt needs, it is her loss and theirs. As 
Christians, we know God has far more to offer than what 
this world has promised. The lost came to that realization 
long ago. Instead of attempting to bring the world to church, 
we ought fill the world with the church! 
 
It appears we are theologically out of tune. Whether our 
paradigm is ―big church,‖ ―emerging,‖ ―emergent,‖ or other-
wise, we must not regard culture as the entity that sets the 
agenda; God has already done so. Let us not begin with 
culture and move back to Scripture, but instead believe that 
the Scriptures are sufficient and relevant in what they say to 
our culture—yes, even ours. Tullian states powerfully that, 
―The church has always made the biggest difference in the 
world when the church has been most different from the 
world.‖ 
 
Therefore the question for us is, ―How now shall we live?‖ If 
our premise is true, that God has much to say to every cul-
ture at any time or place, then it behooves us to act accord-
ingly. Let us throw off our paltry attempts at competing with 
the culture on its stage, and instead proclaim the sacred 
faith, so as ―…to contend for the faith that was once for all 
delivered to the saints‖ (Jude 3). In a time such as this, let it 
be noted that God does not need our good works, but our 
neighbor does. He is not impressed with our trite attempts 
of luring the world, utilizing worldly tactics. And the world is 
neither impressed nor drawn to the sacred when the church 
strives to be like the world. 

Unfashionable (Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

Student Ministries  
 

Middle School  
Thursday—7:00 PM 

High School  
Wednesday — 7:00 PM 

 

If you have any questions  
call Mike Burch  

(303.986.5511 x 110) 
 

Silvercliff 2009  
We Are His Passion, and He is Our Prize  

November 13 -15 
Our Middle School and High School students will spend 
this weekend coming to more fully realize how much God 
loves us, and how He is our ultimate prize! 

Calling All Moms 
Our children are in desperate need of 
our prayers. Will you join with women 
from around the world (over 16 coun-
tries) as we pour out our hearts to the 
Lord for the lives of the children in our 
communities and around the world? 
Moms In Touch International  is host-
ing ARISE! CRY OUT!, a worldwide 
day of extraordinary prayer for children 
and schools on Saturday, November 
14. 
 
Join us at Bear Creek Church (9:00 
AMð1:00 PM) as we participate in this 
worldwide event. Register now at 
www.MomsInTouch.org. Contact Diana 
Beck (dianalbeck@yahoo.com or 303. 
972.2162) for more information.          À 
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Blessings From The Ark 
It has now been 5 months since the 
Children’s Ark Learning Center at Bear 
Creek Church closed its doors. If you 
walk down and take a look in their 
rooms, you may be taken back by the 
lack of ―stuff‖. During those 5 months, 
the rooms have transformed from an 
incredible adventure land for children,  
(with more than 5,000 books and more 
toys than Santa keeps in his workshop) 
into a choir room and a craft room for 
our Kids’ Club program. 
 
In the midst of dealing with the feeling 
of loss of our church’s preschool, we 
found ourselves celebrating the bless-
ings that we were able to be a part of 
during the redistribution of the Ark’s 
belongings. Here are but a few: 
 
The Iglesia Gracia Y Vida (Grace and 
Life Church), a very poor, inner city 
church in Denver, found themselves in 
a dilemma: they had started an after- 
school program for children who 
roamed the streets, but they had few 
resources for the many children who 
came. One day, as his son was at foot-
ball camp at Bear Creek High School, 
the pastor sat in his car praying that 
God would lead him to the resources 
he needed, even though he had no 
funds to purchase anything. He looked 
over and saw our church and decided 
to come introduce himself to our youth 
director to see if our youth might be 
interested in running a sports camp at 
his church. He met Craig Havel who 
told him there was a team clearing out 
the Ark. Many of the items that we did-
n’t know what to do with were exactly 
what they needed. Both the pastor and 
our workers were overwhelmed with 
God’s provision! 

(Continued on page 5) 

Kids’ Club! 
Kids’ Club is our mid-week program 
for children in Kindergarten through 
5th grade. It is a wonderful opportu-
nity for children to participate in 
games, crafts, choir, a fun dinner 
time and Bible teaching, while devel-
oping great relationships with other 
children and adults in our church body! 
 
Themes:   November 4 — Tie Dye (Hippies) 
    November 11 — Backwards Night 
   November18 — Thanksgiving Celebration 
   November—  NO CLUB                                    À 

Prayer Line  
 

To listen to prayer requests,  
call 303.980.6374. 

 

To put a request on the Prayer Line,  
call 303.986.5511. 

The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate 
God's love in a tangible way to needy children around the 
world, and together with the local church worldwide, to 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
 
You can get involved by simply packing a shoe box with 
toys, school supplies and hygiene items for a boy or girl. A 
more specific packing list is available from the Welcome 
Center or at www.samaritanspurse.org. Boxes should be 
brought to the Welcome Center on Sunday, November 
15.  
 
The missions fund will be covering the shipping costs. From 
here, the boxes will be shipped all over the world and then 
delivered to needy children through the help of local 
churches. The contacts local pastors make using the OCC 
boxes provide opportunities in the lives of families where 
they can share the gospel and offer discipleship programs.  
 
Our missionaries, Matt and Jamie Coleman, work with the 
OCC program in the ―stan‖ countries of Asia where Matt 
identifies and works with local pastors in the distribution of 
the OCC boxes. It is a great program that is having a tre-
mendous impact around the world. Won’t you help?           À 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
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And then there was a young teacher recently hired by an in-
ner city school in Phoenix but told there was no budget; she 
would need to provide all classroom supplies. This over-
whelmed young teacher came up to visit her aunt, who 
―happened‖ to know about the closing of the Ark. She was 
able to load up her SUV with basic items needed to begin the 
school year. The church later received a letter from her 
school thanking us for our generosity and our concern for the 
basic educational needs of inner city children. 
 
Books, books, books!  They are now in the loving arms of:  
ü Mean Street Ministries, who will be distributing them to 

the children in the shelters and low income hotels along 
Colfax 

ü Iglesia Gracia Y Vida, to be used to help tutor children 
learning English 

ü Primrose Preschool, here in Lakewood, to expand their 
reading library A start-up preschool beginning in the 
spring at the church of former Ark teacher, Nyleen Bar-
rows 

ü The inner city school in Phoenix 
ü Children and grandchildren of quite a few members of 

Bear Creek Church. 
 
During the process of finding ―adoptive homes‖ for the Ark 
belongings, people were given the opportunity to donate to-
wards scholarships for our Kids’ Club program. We hoped for 
about $300, enough for 2 full and 3 partial scholarships. The 
generosity towards this project was way beyond anything we 
could have imagined, with a total of $975 received.  
 
As the Kids’ Club choir begins to learn their new musical 
Parablelooza in the large room and the children learn to cre-
ate crafts, banners and other items in the smaller room, the 
rooms formerly designated for the Children’s Ark will surely 
continue to be a blessing. 
 
A huge ―Thank You!‖ to the teachers who worked so hard in 
this ministry over the years, to Ark Director Kim Mayberry for 
making the transition so much easier, to Moriah Gallagher 
and Bailee Burney for putting in nearly 200 hundred hours on 
the clean-out project, and to all who gave so generously to 
the Kids’ Club scholarship fund. You are all amazing!!!         À 

Blessings (Continued from page 4) 

As Christians, we can rest in our voca-
tional calls, be it a butcher, a baker or 
candlestick maker, and know our 
workplace is our mission field. It is 
when we live lives that are distinct and 
different from the world that we actu-
ally have something to offer and 
something meaningful to say. Jesus 
Christ has called his church to be a 
―city on a hill,‖ full of light, so as to 
even penetrate the dark. May we live 
unfashionable lives before the world, 
whose aim is not our own. Jesus 
Christ is the hope of the world, and he 
has called his church to deliver this 
news in whatever context the body 
finds itself. In the end, will we pride 
ourselves for emulating culture or for 
emulating Christ? His message is 
timeless; may the day never come in 
which we believe the gospel falls 
short, or needs improvement and 
therefore must be modified, even in 
the least. Our Lord, when he walked 
the earth, was different, and he calls 
us to be the same. May we live irrele-
vant lives to offer to others the rele-
vant life they so desperately need.    À 

Unfashionable (Continued from page 3) 

Planning ahead for the busy-ness of 
the holiday season? You won’t want to 
miss the BCC Christmas Concert and 
Fellowship Time on Sunday, Decem-
ber 13 . The concert will be presented 
during the worship service (10:30 AM) 
and will be followed by a special time 

of fellowship for all 
BCC family and 
friends. Mark your 
calendars now, 
and watch for more 
information.  
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Sundays at BCC  

8:00 AM  ~ Prayer 

9:15 AM   ~ Sunday School 

10:30 AM   ~ Worship Service 

Daylight Savings Time 
Ends Sunday, November 1  

Turkey Drive 
As in past years, we will be collecting 
frozen turkeys to distribute to the Food 
Bank families and others in need at 
Thanksgiving. We will be collecting tur-
keys starting Sunday, November 15 . 
There will be boxes in the Narthex 
each Sunday. If you bring a turkey dur-

ing the week, 
bring it to the of-
fice, and we’ll be 
sure it gets to a 
freezer. If you 
have an extra 
freezer and could 

store several turkeys until December 
12, please contact Scott Giles (303. 
989.1982). Thanks in advance for your 
help! We anticipate the need will be 
greater than ever this year.                 À 

Thanksgiving Eve ServiceThanksgiving Eve Service   

Wednesday, November 25Wednesday, November 25   

7:00 PM7:00 PM  
  

     Come and share what God has been doing in your    
     life this year, hear what He has been doing in the  
     lives of others, and enjoy donuts and hot cider with  
     the BCC family! This is always a special evening— 
     don’t miss it!!                                                          À 

Mandie Gallagher Retires 
Mandie has been a part of our staff for 12 years, and our 
Director of Children’s Ministry for 6 years. She is retiring at 
the end of the year as she announced in September. We 
are planning a church-wide reception to celebrate her min-
istry with us on Sunday, November 8 immediately after 
the worship service. Come and share with us in expressing 
our thanks for Mandie’s faithful service with us. There will 
be a basket for Thank You/Happy Retirement cards.         À 

Persecuted Church Sunday 
Sunday, November 22  
Guest Speaker: Alex Awad 
Alex is the Dean of Students at Bethlehem Bible College in 
Israel and author of the book Palestinian Memories. He is a 
Palestinian Christian and will share with us the challenges 
of being a believer in Israel.                                                 À 


