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SEASON OF JOY AND
GRATITUDE

DR. JiIMm COLEMAN
Christmas is the universal season of generosity and joy. However, only Christ-followers
truly understand the source of joy that the season brings. God gave his son for the re-
demption of a lost humanity and offered pardon from sin and reconciliation with our
creator to all who would trust in him. We give because he gave.

This has been a difficult economic year for, not only our country, but for the entire world.
Individual income for countless people has been cut; retirement plans have been se-
verely curtailed, businesses have failed, and as a result charitable giving has been se-
verely down.

Churches have had to cut where they could to meet the demands of the new reality, and
many charitable and para-church ministries have either been severely cut back or had
to cease their work. We have felt the impact in our own church as well.

There is another truth however; such times as these provide the church with the oppor-
tunity for its finest hours. Ministry opportunities abound as the false security that wealth
provides is challenged and often people are looking for deeper answers to life’s ques-
tions. The greater truth is that God is truly sufficient for all of our needs and difficult
times draw us back to that truth.

We at Bear Creek know the Biblical truth of tithing — that all things belong to God and
our tithes are simply returning to God the part that he requires of us. We are stewards of
everything that we have and God says to return a tenth as a reminder of what steward-
ship is. Giving starts when we, out of love and faithfulness, give above the amount of
the tithe. Giving is an expression of gratitude that flows from a heart blessed by God.

As we celebrate the Advent season (the season of the celebration of the coming of the
Christ) and Christmas let us be generous in our expressions of gratitude. This applies to
charitable opportunities as we reach out to those in need, as we support worthy Chris-
tian ministries, and as we supply the needs of our own ministry at BCC to prosper.

A great testimony to our faithfulness and gratitude to God would be for us to be able to
close out this year having met all of our financial needs as a church. We are behind at
this point, but as we pull together as God’s people we can meet all those outstanding
obligations. Paul says in Il Corinthians 9:7, Each man should give what he has de-
cided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.
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. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,

: and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. [l Corinthians 5:18
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Share His Love This Christmas!

Angel Tree Time is Here!
Share the love of Christ with a child
whose parent is in prison!

Wrapped gifts must be returned by
Sunday, December 13. We need
more volunteers to deliver the gifts
during the week of December 20.
Contact Marge Trapino (303.986.
6959) if you have questions or would
like to see the look of joy on the chil-
dren’s faces.

Toy Shop Donations Needed
Once again this year, our Food Bank
and Lilies of the Field ministries will
offer a Toy Shop to needy families.
Donations of new or gently-used
items (toys, CDs, jewelry, etc. for chil-
dren from infants through high
school) are needed by December 4.

Kids’ Club!
Kids’ Club is
our mid-week
program for
children in
Kindergarten
through 5™
grade. ltis a
wonderful opportunity for children to
participate in games, crafts, choir, a
fun dinner time and Bible teaching,
while developing great relationships
with other children and adults in our
church body!

Themes:

December 2 — Stuffed Animal Night
December 9 — Crazy Tie Night
December 16 — Christmas Party
December 23, 30 — NO CLUB 1
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Help Fill Love Baskets

Each December our Stephen Ministers
take Love Baskets to those in our con-
gregation who have suffered losses or
ill health through the year, and to our
Homebound folks. You can share the
love by donating cookies, candies,
fruit, hot chocolate packets, teas, etc.
These need to be at the church by De-
cember 10. Thanks for your help!

In the beginning was the
WORD...

Bible Studies j

Precept Upon Precept:

Matthew (part 1)
Tuesdays (9:00-11:00 AM)

Proverbs Bible Study:

Putting on a Gentle Quiet Spirit
Thursdays (6:30 -7:30 AM)

Breakf ast

James
1%, 2" 4™ Saturdays (7:30 -8:30 AM)
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Student Ministries

Middle School
Thursday—7:00 PM
High School
Wednesday — 7:00 PM

Combined Christmas Party:
Thursday, December 17
(No C.R.E.W. December 16).

Christmas Break: December 18-January 6
C.R.E.W. resumes for 2010 with a combined
night featuring Carpenter’s Tools on
Wednesday, January 13.

Questions?

Call Mike Burch
(303.986.5511 x 110)

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Prayer Line

To listen to prayer requests,
call 303.980.6374.

To put a request on the Prayer Line,
call 303.986.5511.

Thanks, Blanket Cutters and

Sewers!

Many thanks to the women who have
been working on the blankets for South
Africa. We've had e-mails from David
Peters saying they are such a blessing!
If you still have blankets you are work-
ing on, finish those and bring them
back. David has asked that the remain-
ing blankets be sent whole, as they are
able to use them for older children. We
have many boxes of blankets to mail; if
you would like to contribute to the mail-
ing fund, mark your check with “South
Africa Blankets” so it gets into the cor-
rect account. THANK YOQOU for being a
blessing!! 1
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Can you believe the holiday season is here? We
know everyone is extra busy, but you won’t want to
miss the BCC Christmas Concert and Fellowship
Time on Sunday, December 13. The concert will
be presented during the worship service (10:30
AM); following that, we will move to the Fellowship
Hall for a Christmas Pot Luck Lunch for all BCC
family and friends. Mark your calendars now, and
watch for more information.
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Candlelight Service

Thursday, December 24
5:00 PM

Sundaysat BCC
8:00 Am ~ Prayer

9:15 Am ~ Sunday School

10:30 Am ~ Worship Service
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